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Alloa Athletic FC acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of those who engage with the club
especially children and vulnerable adults. We are committed to protecting children and vulnerable adults from all
form of harm and actively promoting the creation of a positive, safe and supportive environment.

We recognise -

- the welfare of the child (up to the age of 18) is paramount.
- all children regardless of age disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual

orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or
abuse.

-working in partnership with children and their families is essential in promoting and
embedding this policy

The purpose of the policy and related procedures is to:

- promote and priotitise the saftey and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults

- provide staff and volunteers with appropriate training to recognise, identify and
respond to safeguarding concerns relating to children and vulnerable adults

- ensure appropriate action is taken in event of inicdents of concerns and that support
is provided to those who raise or disclose the concern and that is dealt with
confidentially;

- prevent the employment or engagement wof unsuitable individuals by adopting
rigorous recruitment and veting procedures

Alloa Athletic Football Club’s policy will be widely promoted and will be reviewed on a regular basis, or in the
event of changes in legislation or government guidance, or as a result of any other changes.
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+ Of Tillicoultry

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753

woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team
every success for the coming season!
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THE GAFFER'S
THOUGHTS

A warm welcome to Willie Gibson
and all the staff from Annan for today's
match.

Last week brought a welcome derby
win against Stenhousemuir, but the
most pleasing aspect was the perfor-
mance. We registered 25 shots on goal
and looked a threat throughout the
game. After the disappointment of the
Dumbarton match, | was delighted
with the players' response. The work
rate off the ball gave us the platform to
secure the victory.

For today and the remaining four
games, the challenge I've set for myself
and the players is to find more consist-
ency in our performances.

This is the time of the season when
the players need your support more
than ever, so please give them your full
backing again today.

Best wishes,
Andy




DIAGEO

Proud to support the

Wasp Community Club
in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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NEWSDESK

Alloa resurrected their playoff
hopes with a convincing win
over Stenhousemuir. Despite
the hosts hitting the bar early
Alloa took full control before half
time with Luke Donnelly forcing
a thunderous effort in at the
near post. In the second Stefan
Scougall doubled the advantage
after a Buchanan cutback, Josh
Gentles would not be denied as
he was denied by Jamieson at
the first attempt but it bounced
back to him to rattle in off the
post. Matt Yates would give
Stenny a lifeline with a header

15 minutes from the end but
Alloa would reassert dominance
as Stefan Scougall added a sec-
ond after Josh Gentles burst to
the byline to set him up. Indeed
it was a day where any Alloa
player could have been picked
as man of the match but the
SPFL opted to name two-goal
Scougall as the representative
player in the team of the week
after the emphatic perfor-
mance.

Alloa still need fortune else-
where but the gap to 4th place
remains at just a point, and now

Cove and Stenhousemuir are
looking catchable.

Arbroath vs Stenhousemuir
which is today’s featured game
on BBC Alba may secure the
Lichties the League One title
tonight at 5:30.

Fan's Alloa Player of the Year
Awards 2024/25 will be after the
final home game against Mon-
trose on 26th April. Will take
place at Alba (Claremont Hotel)
6.15pm for a 6.30pm start.

Tickets cost £20/ £10, in-
cludes buffet, raffle and disco.
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You can vote for your player
of the year via the online form:

Today's mascot is Wyatt,
a lively 9-year-old pupil at St.
Mungo's Primary School. He
enjoys dancing at Forefront
Stage School in Alloa and looks
forward to Cubs every Friday.
A dedicated Alloa Athletic fan,
he follows the team home and
if he can away, even recreating
the club on FC 25 for Xbox. His
favourite players are P) Morrison
and Conor Sammon, and he's
often at the stadium by 2pm to
watch the goalkeepers warm up.
The next Football Memories
Meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, 14th April, from 11:30am to
1:00pm at the Indodrill Stadium,

PLAY OUR
GLUB LOTTO

ENTER THE DRAW: BIT.LY/WASPSLOTTO

Alloa. The guest speaker will
be Jon Attenborough, who will
share his experiences of visiting
football grounds and the chal-
lenges faced by partially sighted
supporters. Sadly, since the last
meeting, Jon's guide dog, Sam,
passed away unexpectedly. As
a gesture of support, attendees
are invited to make a small, op-
tional donation at the meeting.
All contributions will go to Guide
Dogs for the Blind in memory
of Sam.

Alloa Athletic FC, in conjunc-
tion with its community partner,
Wasp Community Club, is
thrilled to announce the launch
of our brand-new Club Lotto,
designed to raise vital funds to
support the continued develop-
ment of our youth and women'’s
and girls' pathways, and other
community projects currently
with a massive JACKPOT OF
£2700 up for grabs with weekly
draws which take place on
Wednesdays at 8.15PM, with
£50 being added to the jackpot
each week.

Buy your tickets and enter the
draw here:
HTTPS:/[BIT.LY/WASPSLOTTO
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DONNELLY’S FINEST
GOALSCORING SEASON

It's fair to say that Luke Don-
nelly has not been renowned
for being a prolific goalscorer in
his career so far; instead, Alloa's
supremely talented forward
is better known for being the
scorer of great goals, with it
often being a case of quality
over quantity for Luke. However,
by reaching double figures for
goals this season in Alloa’s last
home game a fortnight ago, and
making it eleven for the season
in the victory at Stenhousemuir
last weekend, we may need to
re-evaluate matters. Donnelly's
prowess in front of goal this
campaign signifies the best goal
return of his senior career to

date (eclipsing the 10 he scored
in 2022/23, with 1 for Arbroath
and 9 for the Wasps).

Whilst taking a deeper dive
into Donnelly's Alloa goals, one
fact began to stand out: Luke
specialises in scoring goals
which break the deadlock in
games. With football typically
being a low scoring game, it is
something of a cliché to state
that the first goal in any match
is crucial, setting a team on the
road to victory (or at least having
a far better chance of avoiding
defeat). It is often the most dif-
ficult goal to get and undoubt-
edly plays a key role in the final

outcome of a game. Of Luke's 23
goals for Alloa, an astonishing
13 have been deadlock break-
ers! Taking into account his two
braces, only 21 could qualify

as being the opening goal of a
match, which makes that ratio
even greater. Alloa’s record
when LD strikes first reads
WWWLWWWWWDWLW, which
in real terms is 10 wins, 1 draw
and 2 defeats, equating to a very
positive correlation.

In Luke's first season as
a permanent Alloa player in
2022/23 under Brian Rice, a
phenomenal 7 of his 9 goals
were deadlock-breakers. His
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looping header v Airdrie (Won
2-0), a left foot deflected strike

at the Railway End versus Clyde
(Won 2-1), a glancing header

low into the net at Open Goal
Broomhill (Won 2-1), his tap inv
Falkirk in the Scottish Cup (Lost
2-1), aright foot strike in at the
near post after being sent clear
at Edinburgh (Won 2-0), the back
post header back across the
goal and into the far corner up in
Peterhead (Won 2-0) and the 12
yard curled effort into the corner
in the play-offs v Hamilton all
made it one-nil to Alloa. With

six of those seven goals helping
the Wasps to eventual victories,
Donnelly's role in opening the
scoring should be applauded.

Only his 93rd minute winner
past Neil Parry (sorry Neilly!) in
a 2-1 win over Clyde (in which
Luke had already opened the
scoring, before Kurtis Roberts
scored a long-range equaliser
for the Bully Wee - a long range
goal from Roberts in Alloa
colours surely isn't far away after
his numerous attempts in the
past few weeksl) and his early
header to make it Edinburgh 0
Alloa 2 (in that infamous game
which will never be spoken
about again from an Alloa
perspective!) were not opening
goals that season by LD.

Last season injury disrupted
Donnelly’s campaign, with him
only getting on the scoresheet
twice; somewhat inevitably, one
of those strikes was a deadlock
breaker, as he coolly volleyed a
Taylor Steven cross into the far
corner to set Alloa en-route to
an eventual 5-2 win at Edin-
burgh. Donnelly’s other strike
last season was another volley,
slammed into the top corner
away at Hamilton Accies, after
a Cammy O'Donnell free-kick
whacked off the crossbar and
the ball bounced around the

penalty box before Donnelly
simply rifled it home like it was
the easiest thing in the world to
do, when it clearly wasn't, but for
Luke it really was!

This season, 5 of Donnelly’s
career high 11 goals (so far) have
broken the deadlock in games.
These strikes comprised the
beautifully executed near-post
header looped into the far top
corner to knock his former em-
ployers Arbroath out of the SPFL
Trust Trophy, a tap in at the back
post after being teed up by Luke
Rankin in the home draw versus
Dumbarton, the low finish from
8 yards at Kelty after some pen-
alty box pinball and the goals in
Alloa’s last two matches. First,
the controlled low finish into the
bottom corner from Magnus
MacKenzie's excellent cut-
back versus Dumbarton really
showcased Donnelly’s supreme
technique, with his smooth
connection having let the ball
run across his body absolutely

perfectly. Meanwhile, his opener
last weekend at Stenhousemuir
was altogether different. Luke
showed his eye for the unusual
by taking his shot on early and
going for the near post when
many others would have aimed
for the bigger target into the

far corner, with that perhaps
surprising Darren Jamieson, who
could only parry LD's fierce strike
into the roof of the net - despite
being in the senior game for a
decade, Luke's ability to deceive
keepers remains alive and well!

Donnelly’s goals which
haven't opened the scoring this
season have included some real
highlight reel strikes. Plucking
the ball out of the air with an
outstretched toe to outrageous-
ly roll the ball back over his
head and into the far corner
at Dumbarton in August was a
special strike. His looped volley
into the far corner from Scott
Taggart's long-throw and Conor
Sammon’s flick on to equalise




versus Inverness in September
wasn't bad either.

However, both those strikes
pale into insignificance when
you recall his double the last
time Alloa hosted Annan at the
Recs in November. It was a real
day to remember for Luke, with
his two sublime finishes widely
replayed in the media through-
out the following week, with him
compared to Dimitar Berbatov
in the process! His first saw him
instantly control a lofted Taggart
cross, before turning his man
and firing into the top corner
all in quick-fire single motion. |
recall letting out an involuntary
“Whoa" noise when seeing it, a
sign of a special goal! However,
LD somehow managed to better
that when he showcased his
exemplary control by bringing
down Taggart's 50-yard long
pass with the outside of his
foot, before seeing the keeper
no more than 1 yard off his line
and still having the talent to
lob him from the edge of the

box - a truly wonderful goal and
epitomising what Donnelly has
in his locker. LD's other strikes
which didn't break the deadlock
this season were away in the cup
at Dumbarton (chesting down a
Morgyn Neill cross before apply-
ing a fierce left-foot low finish)
and the equaliser at the start of
March which inspired a come-
back win versus Cove (another
strong shot which flashed past
the keeper from the edge of the
box, with Donnelly's cameo from
the bench that day helping turn
the game in Alloa's favour).

Just to put Donnelly’s opening
goal prowess into a little more
context, by comparison Luke
Rankin has 2 deadlock breakers
in his 13 goals for Alloa (15%),
Conor Sammon has 12 openers
in his 43 goals for the Wasps
(28%) and the old master Kevin
Cawley has 36 deadlock breakers
in his 80 Alloa goals (45%). That
means that Donnelly’s rate of
57% of his goals being the open-
ers in matches is far greater than

the norm (although Cawley’s
strike rate is deeply impressive
too!) and should be praised.

Donnelly’s game is of course
so much more than just scoring
goals. From my vantage point,
without knowing Luke at all
personally, he looks like a
player who takes just as much
pleasure, if not more, from
being the creator of goals for
his team-mates than being the
one who is actually finishing the
chances himself. | keep records
of assists and pre-assists (the
pass before the assist) and this
season LD has 5 assists (only
bettered by Cammy O'Donnell's
8 and Steven Buchanan'’s 6) and
6 pre-assists (only bettered by
Stefan Scougall's 7). Donnelly's
game is all about knitting the
play together, finding space and
committing defenders to create
room for others (either as a
‘number 10’ between midfield
and attack or as a second striker
as at Ochilview Park last week-
end), taking care of the ball and




regularly showcasing a range of
talents which are seldom seen

in the third tier of the Scottish
game. Instead, some of the out-
rageous skills, turns and touches
wouldn't look out of place at the
top of the game in this country
or beyond.

His low-key celebrations after
scoring (his index finger gently
rising just above his head in
a nonchalant style being his
trademark) signify to me a slight
reluctance and perhaps even a
slight embarrassment to be the
centre of attention, often head-
ing straight to the team-mate
who set him up for the goal to
demonstrate his appreciation
of the move which he finished
off, rather than trying to hog the
limelight himself. | would say
that's not archetypal of a striker,
who normally has it in their
DNA to live and breathe goals,
goals and nothing but goals
and let everyone know about it,
but Donnelly is not your typical
striker - in a good way.

For some, the 29 year old
can on occasion be infuriating
to watch - his naturally languid
style means that when things
aren't going his way it can be
misinterpreted as a lack of effort
by some on the sidelines, but
you simply don't have a decade
long career in the senior leagues
without putting in the hard
yards, so personally I'd suggest
that criticism levelled at Donnelly
from some supporters from
time to time throughout his
career is harsh. Donnelly’s tall
frame and rolled down socks
all adds to the fact that for ob-
servers there's no hiding place
for him on the pitch and I'd per-
sonally say that once Luke has a
regular run of games under his
belt and is free from minor inju-
ries that he may sometimes play
through (which of course will not
be known about by many) that
there's no issue whatsoever with
his application. Sometimes for
players of Donnelly’s ilk, in that
link-role between the midfield
and attack, can only ever be as

= G ) -

good as the service they receive
from their team-mates. Put
bluntly, if you're not given the
ball, it's nigh on impossible to
conjure some magic on every
Saturday afternoon.

Returning to my original
point, although Luke is more
renowned for being the scorer
of great goals than being a great
goalscorer per se, he is now only
one goal away from a career
milestone. His overall senior
tally, as far as | have ascertained
from various sources, presently
stands at 49 (East Stirling loan
1; Alloa loan 1; Queen's Park 8;
Stranraer 5; Arbroath 12; Alloa
second spell 22). Fingers crossed
Luke can reach a half-century
of goals as soon as possible. |
boldly predict it will be another
spectacular strike from Alloa’s
super-talented number 9 and
more than likely a deadlock
breaker too!

W 1oyal Oak Ho
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ANNAN ATHLETIC

The Galabankies

FOUNDED:
1942

GROUND:
Galabank, Annan

TOP HONOURS
Carlisle and District
League Winners:
1952-53

Cumberland Senior
Cup Winners (3):
1952-53, 1968-69,
1971-72

Runners up (1):
1954-55

East of Scotland Foot-
ball League Winners (4)
Runners up (3)

East of Scotland
League Cup Winners:
1999-00

Runners up: 2006-07
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This afternoon we
continue our bid to
return into the play-off
positions with the visit
of Annan Athletic to the
Indodrill Stadium. The
Galabankies currently
occupy the opposite
play-off position as they
sitin 9th place, ahead
of already relegated
Dumbarton. The gap
between them and In-
verness, who are set for
safety in 8th position,
is only three points
making every game
extremely important.
With Kelty Hearts cur-
rently on a poor run of
form and searching for
a new manager, they
may also be catchable
with only four points of
a difference between

themselves and Annan.
The visitors have beaten
both Inverness and Kelty
Hearts in their last four
games to claw them
back into the discussion,
however, lost out in the
derby last weekend to
Queen of the South 2-0
at Galabank.

THE BOSS — WULLIE
GIBSON

Annan will be led
out by player-man-
ager, Wullie Gibson,
this afternoon. Gibson
has had an impressive
playing career in Scot-
land before venturing
into management in
2022 with Queen of the
South. Following a pre-
mature departure from

the club, he returned to
solely playing duties at
Annan Athletic under
Peter Murphy. After he
then left to take over his
old post at Palmerston,
Gibson stepped up

to player manager at
Galabank. He still plays
a very important role in
his own team with four
goals and four assists in
a season where he has
only missed one match.
Playing in a variety of
positions, Gibson has
deployed himself in
every position across the
backline, most recently
at centre back.

THECAPTAIN -
TOMMY MUIR

The visitor's skipper

*may include equivalent competitions
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is experienced versatility player,
Tommy Muir. Recently becoming
the first player of the squad to
commit his future beyond next
season, Muir extended his con-
tract with Annan for the next two
seasons. Having already played
for the club for the last five cam-
paigns, Muir is very much part
of the core group of players who
have been pivotal to their recent
success. This contract will take
him over the 200 appearances
for the club, cementing himself
a modern-day hero. Beginning
the first half of the season in his
natural centre back role, Muir
moved to occupy the focal point
of the attack up front following
the injury to teammate, Tommy
Goss. Since his positional
change, he has been a revelation
scoring eight times and laying
off a couple of assists for his

teammates too.

ONETO WATCH -
AIDAN SMITH

A man who always catches our
attention when the Wasps face
Annan is forward, Aidan Smith.
Last season is mostly where this
comes from as Smith grabbed a
goal in all bar one of the matches
between the sides, proving
himself a constant threat to Brian
Rice and latterly, Andy Graham'’s
men. The last campaign saw him
notch 11 goals across the year,
however, this season has proven
slightly more challenging in front
of goal. Smith currently sits on
four goals this season, as well
as the same number of assists.
Smith’s last goal came in the mid-
dle of December in a 5-1 victory
over Dumbarton, so the wait con-

tinues this year to break his goal
duct. Despite that goal drought,
Smith will no doubt prove himself
a constant menace and nuisance
for the Alloa defence.

THE CONNECTION

The geographical distance
between the clubs and the rise of
the Galabank side means there
is not any current players who
have played for both clubs. A
rare occurrence in the Scottish
lower leagues. However, if you
turn the clocks back and look in
the past there a few familiar faces
that both sets of supporters will
remember fondly. Ben Armour,
Ryan Finnie and David Ferguson
are a trio that come to the fore
in more recent times. As do Max

CONTINUED ON P26
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Wright and David Cox. The most
iconic is most likely Mark ‘Spar-
ky' Docherty, who is now at East
Stirlingshire. The Wasps first
signed Sparky in 2011/12, the
season that they clinched the
League 2 title. However, he had
already had a spell at Annan at
the point the previous season.
He would go on to feature in
the historic Alloa team that
triumphed over Rangers and
punched above their weight in
the Championship. Sparky then
had a second spell at Annan in
the COVID season.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS
There have been some

incredible encounters between
the sides this season, with Alloa

SKY,
uberge seoers
axis

enjoying some fantastic mo-
ments. The first of those opened
at Galabank with a 1-0 victory for
the Wasps. Stefan Scougall's ear-
ly goal was the only strike in the
lowest scoring game between
the teams. Alloa punished the
Galabankies in November in the
last game at the Indodrill with a
five-star performance in front of
the home fans. Cammy O'Don-
nell, Luke Rankin, Luke Donnelly
and Conor Sammon'’s goals
seen Alloa dominate their way
to a 5-0 victory. The most recent
game at the end of February

is a contender for the game of
the season. Gibson opened the
scoring from the spot to take his
side ahead by a goal at half-time.
Kane Thomson then equalised
for the Wasps before falling

behind 2-1 to Aaron Brown. Just
four minutes later, Gibson's op-
posing manager, Andy Graham,
headed the sides level again in a
strike where he also became this
season’s oldest SPFL scorer. Josh
Gentles then smashed Alloa 3-2
ahead on the 82nd minute ina
goal that looked to have won the
game. Aaron Brown had other
ideas when he equalised once
more on the 91st minute. Surely
by then the drama would have
ceased, however, there was to
be another twist in the tale as
Morgyn Neill secured the victory
in the 95th minute to give Alloa
all three points. A 4-3 victory in

a game that tossed and turned
was a sweet ending for the
Wasps.




(¢

it HILL
- SPFL

Proper Supporter
of Scottish Football

@ TAKE TIME TOTHINK  secunsionmres @



GORDON FORREST

3rd September 1952, Edin-
burgh

Position: Forward
CAREER SUMMARY

Gordon Forrest began his
football career by signing “S”
forms with Celtic during the

1968-69 and 1969-70 seasons.

He then spent the 1969-70
season with Broxburn Athletic
before moving on to Livingston

United for the 1971-72 season.

In 1972, he joined Berwick
Rangers, making 2 appearances
under manager Harry Melrose.

Later that year, Forrest
signed for Dunfermline Athletic,
managed by George Miller. He
remained at East End Park until
1975, making 14 starts and 4
substitute appearances, and
scoring 5 goals.

ALLOA ATHLETIC (1975~
1978)

In 1975, Forrest signed for
Alloa Athletic under manager
Hugh Wilson. He made his
debut on 9th August 1975 in
a League Cup match against
Cowdenbeath at home, which
ended in a 3-1 defeat. His first
goal came four days later, on
13th August, away to Forfar
Athletic in another League Cup
tie. His first league goal followed
on 8th November 1975 in a 1-0
win away to Cowdenbeath.
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He scored in a 2-2 draw
against Berwick Rangers in
the Spring Cup on 20th March
1976. One of his most important
contributions came on 27th
April 1977, when he scored the
only goal in a 1-0 win over East
Stirlingshire at Firs Park, Falkirk -
a result that secured Alloa’s first
promotion since 1938-39. In the
final match of the season, Alloa
drew 2-2 with Albion Rovers,
confirming promotion ahead of
Dunfermline Athletic by a single
point.

After promotion, Forrest was
offered a trial with Sheffield
United along with teammates
Frank Liddell and Hugh McCann.
Unfortunately, an injury sus-
tained in the final game against
Albion Rovers meant he was
unable to attend the trial.

During his time at Alloa,
Forrest played a total of 106
matches - 88 starts and 18
from the bench - and scored 30
goals. His season breakdown
was: 1975-76 (24 +10) with 5
goals, 1976-77 (45 +5) with 22
goals, and 1977-78 (19 +3) with
3 goals.

RAITH ROVERS (1978-1980)

Forrest joined Raith Rovers
on 11th January 1978, signed
by manager Andy Matthew. He
played under three managers
during his time at Starks Park
- Andy Matthew, Willie McLean
and Gordon Wallace. Over three
seasons, he made 23 starts
and 35 substitute appearances,
scoring 13 goals. His season
breakdown was: 1977-78 (6 +7)
with 5 goals, 1978-79 (14 +19)
with 8 goals, and 1979-80 (3 +9)
with no goals.

COWDENBEATH (1980~
1983)

On 8th February 1980, Forrest
joined Cowdenbeath, signed by

Pat Wilson. Over four seasons
at Central Park, he also played
under Pat Stanton, Andy Rolland
and Hugh Wilson. He made

94 starts and 12 substitute
appearances, scoring a total of
43 goals. His season-by-season
record was: 1979-80 (10 +2)
with 3 goals, 1980-81 (33 +6)
with 12 goals, 1981-82 (37) with
24 goals, and 1982-83 (14) with
4 goals.

FALKIRK (1982-1983)

Forrest signed for Falkirk on
10th December 1982, brought
in by John Haggart and later
managed by Alex Totten. He
made 13 appearances and
came off the bench twice, scor-
ing 3 goals.

EAST FIFE (1983)

He joined East Fife on 2nd
June 1983, signed by Dave
Clarke. His spell was short, play-
ing 5 matches and coming on
as a substitute 4 times, scoring
2 goals.

EAST STIRLINGSHIRE (1983)

On 15th October 1983, For-
rest appeared once as a trialist
for East Stirlingshire under Billy
Little.

STENHOUSEMUIR (1983~
1985)

He signed for Stenhouse-
muir on 10th November 1983,
brought in by Jim Black and later
played under Archie Rose. He
spent two seasons at Ochilview,
scoring 14 goals in 26 appear-
ances during 1983-84, and
added 2 goals in 8 appearanc-
es (plus 1 from the bench) in
1984-85. His total at the club
was 34 starts and 1 substitute
appearance, with 16 goals
scored.

CAREERTOTALS

Gordon Forrest made 274
senior starts and 76 appearanc-
es from the bench, giving him a
total of 350 senior appearances
and 114 goals scored.

HALF TIME QUIZ

1. ALLOA’S VICTORY AGAINST STENHOUSEMUIR EXTENDED
A LONG UNBEATEN RECORD. WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME THE

WASPS LOST AT OCHILVIEW?

2. HOW MANY GAMES HAS WILLIE GIBSON FEATURED IN AS
PLAYER MANAGER OF ANNAN THIS YEAR?

3. CHARLIE MULGREW RESIGNED AS MANAGER FROM KELTY,
HOW MANY GAMES DID HE PRESIDE OVER AND HOW MANY DID

KELTY WIN?

4.DECLAN RICE SCORED TWO FREE-KICKS IN AN EMPHATIC
WIN FOR ARSENAL AGAINST MADRID. HE JOINS ANELITE CLUB
WHO'VE SCORED A FREEKICK BRACE IN A SINGLE CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE GAME. NAME THE OTHER PLAYERS TO HAVE COMPLETED

THE FEAT.

5. WHILE VISITING LONDON, EVAN JOHNSTON, A STUDENT
FROM ARIZONA, ACCIDENTALLY ENDED UP ON A BOAT FULL OF
FANS FROM WHICH ENGLISH FOOTBALL CLUB?

ANSWERS PAGE 31




LOOKING BACK
14TH APRIL1984

In the semi-finals of The
Scottish Cup, Aberdeen reached
the final for the third successive
year, after a 1-0 win v Dundee
at Tynecastle. In the other tie at
Hampden Park, Celtic, seeking
their first Scottish Cup success
for four years, also made it to

Mirren by the odd goal in five.

Just one game took place in
The Premier Division, this was
at Tannadice, where Dundee
United defeated their relega-
tion-haunted Tayside rivals St.
Johnstone by 3-0. United thus
retained third place behind
leaders Aberdeen and sec-

the final, after they overcame St.

ond-placed Celtic, who were
taking a break from league ac-
tion due to their Scottish Cup in-
volvement, while fourth-placed
Rangers and fifth-placed Hearts
were two other inactive sides.

In the relegation zone, bottom
club Motherwell were another
gameless side, and as The Well
had just five games left to play,
& as they trailed safety by seven
points, their survival chances
appeared somewhat slender. St.
Johnstone's defeat kept them in
second-bottom spot, and while
they only trailed their other local
rivals, third-bottom Dundee,
who were another inactive side,
on goal difference, The Dee held

a precious game in hand.

The First Division’s top game
was undoubtedly at Cappielow,
where second-placed Morton
hosted leaders Dumbartonin a
crucial clash. And a 2-0 win for
The Ton enabled them to swap
places with their promotion
rivals. But third-placed Partick's
own hopes of Premier Division
football in 1984-85 suffered a
setback, after a 1-2 home re-
verse v Kilmarnock. For as The
Jags were five points worse off
than second-placed Dumbar-
ton, and with just four games
left to play, it seemed their own
promotion ambitions were
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looking slim. Everybody will

tell you football is a very funny
game, on 17th September 1983
Alloa had went to Kilbowie Park
and pulled off a 7-2 victory
over Clydebank and in the
return game at Clydebank on
14th April 1984, “The Bankies”
turned it round winning 1-0

at home win against relega-
tion-haunted Alloa, who'd

lined up at Kilbowie as follows:
Donald Hunter, Davie Martin,
Larry Haggart, Bryan Purdie,
Bobby Dall, Davie Houston,
Drew Paterson, Bobby Harris,
Graeme Shearer (Frankie Cole),
Garry Thompson, Davie Lloyd.
Brechin retained fifth spot in
spite of a 2-3 loss at Hamilton
Accies, while sixth-placed
Falkirk were 1-0 home winners
v another side in danger of the
drop, Raith. The Rovers thus
remained in second-bottom
spot, while Alloa still propped
up the table, and as The Wasps
were six points adrift of safety
with just four games left, their
survival chances looked rather
bleak.

Down in The Second, the
day’s stand-out clash took place
at Annfield, where third-placed
Stirling Albion hosted runaway

Champions Forfar. The game
ended all-square at 1-1, which
meant that The Loons still
stretched their lead to fourteen
points over second-placed
Queen Of The South, whose
own promotion ambitions suf-
fered a setback, after a rather
surprise 0-2 home reverse v
lowly Cowdenbeath. Stirling
Albion’s own position remained
unchanged, while East Fife's
2-0 home success v struggling
East Stirling moved them into
fourth position, while Berwick
remained fifth despite being
held 0-0 at home v another of
the strugglers, Albion Rovers.
Cowdenbeath'’s success moved
them up one place off the
bottom, they were replaced in
bottom spot by Albion Rovers.

South of the border, it was
also cup semi-final day. And
Everton booked their first FA
Cup Final appearance since
they'd won the trophy in 1966,
when they defeated South-
ampton by 1-0 at Highbury.
1-0 was also the outcome at
Villa Park, in favour of Watford,
who thus reached the final
for the first time ever, against
Plymouth, who were making
their first-ever appearance in

the semi-finals.

In The First Division, there
were surprise defeats for the
top two clubs, v sides in the rel-
egation zone. For leaders Liver-
pool were beaten 0-2 at Stoke,
though they still remained two
points clear of second-placed
Manchester United, who were
beaten 0-1 at another side
in danger of the drop, Notts
County. But there was no joy
for rock-bottom Wolves, whose
fate now looked just about
sealed, after they went down
1-2 at Midlands rivals Coven-
try, who themselves were not
completely out of relegation
danger.

There was no positional
change at the top of The
Second Division. But lead-
ers Sheffield Wednesday
maintained their three-point
advantage, thanks to a 1-0 win
v their third-placed promotion
rivals Newcastle, in a crucial
clash at St. James Park. While
second-placed Chelsea also
remained on course for The
First Division, after they too
were victorious by 1-0 on their
travels, at their struggling Lon-
don rivals Crystal Palace.




A FANS VIEW OF THE
FINAL FOUR GAMES

With just four matches
remaining in the 2024/25
Scottish League One season,
Alloa Athletic find them-
selves in the heart of the
playoff race but reliant on
their rivals dropping points.
It's a tense, four-way scrap
for the final playoff spots,
with Cove Rangers, Sten-
housemuir, and Queen of
the South all looking to keep
the Wasps out.

APRIL12 - HOME
VS.ANNAN ATHLETIC

Alloa start this decisive

stretch at home against
Annan Athletic, a side
struggling to stay afloat

in League One. On paper,
it's the softest of their four
remaining games. Alloa
may have maximum points
against Annan so far with
their biggest win of the
season coming on their last
visit to the Recs but Annan
are awounded animal. Last
year they were all but buried
but rallied a late run to pip a
freefalling Stirling Albion to
clear relegation playoff safe-
ty. The Wasps don't want to

fall victim this year.

APRIL19 - AWAY
VS.COVE RANGERS

This is the big one. A direct
six-pointer against a playoff
rival. Alloa beat Cove 2-1
at the beginning of March,
and they'll be full of belief
heading into the rematch.
But the Balmoral Stadium is
a tough place to visit. Cove's
attack has real threat and
the aforementioned Alloa
win relied on some heinous
Cove finishing with Adam
Emslie somehow going over
from 4 yards into an open




goal. If results go Alloa's way
this weekend it might even
see the Wasps climb above
the Northeast coast side.

APRIL 26 - HOME
VS. MONTROSE

Montrose have spent
much of the season
hovering harmlessly in
mid-table but there's been
one consistent thing that
they've produced all season.
points from Alloa fixtures.
It's becoming a bogey
fixture for the Wasps and
surely a horrific winless run
against Montrose will not
drag into a third season and
ultimately sink our playoff
hopes. Montrose are the
dark horses not mentioned
for the playoffs as they sit
5 points behind the Wasps
currently but it may be that
they have dragged them-
selves back into the mix by
this penultimate fixture - a

YR
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worrying thought.
MAY 3 - AWAY
VS.KELTY HEARTS

Obviously, the final fixture
may well end up being the
make or break. Alloa have
managed full points against
Kelty this season and the
short trip to Fife for the
final day may well see the
maroon machine having
a pointless outing on the
final day of the season but
also it may be the differ-
ence between relegation
playoffs and safety. Charlie
Mulgrew's tenure has been
cut short after never getting
going and if Kelty remain in
freefall Annan and Inver-
ness may have already
leapfrogged them. Confi-
dence seems low just now
which may bode well for the
Wasps but a new manager
bounce - maybe a return
of Michael Tidser who was

also summarily dismissed
from Dunfermline after
leaving Kelty earlier in

the season resurrects the
early season performances
where they showed early
title threat.

But even if Alloa win all 4
remaining games it may not
be enough. Out of the rivals
QUEEN OF THE SOUTH
have the least margin for
error and may also need
a perfect finish to secure
what at times has looked
an unlikely playoff spot.

APRIL12 - HOME
VS. MONTROSE

Most recently Montrose
were battered at home
3-0 to the Dumfries side
so confidence should be
high when they host the
Gable Endies at Pamerston.
There's been no love lost
between the sides this
season though as both
teams have taken wins in
the other meetings which
featured red cards. Harry
Cochrane was sent off in
August as Queen's lost 1-0
and Michael Gardyne and
Terry Masson were both
dismissed in the last defeat

§ down south for Montrose.

APRIL19 - AWAY
VS.KELTY HEARTS

Again all the same
caveats that we've ran
through for Alloa’s meeting
with Kelty with perhaps
the added spice that this
game is a sticky one for the
Doonhamers. Kelty have
lost just one of the last 12
league meetings with only
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A real banana skin opportu-
nity for everyone else.

APRIL 26 —HOME VS.
STENHOUSEMUIR

Two direct playoff rivals
meeting together? Sten-
housemuir are in some
horrible form just now
with no wins in their last 5
currently. They might be
looking down the barrel
of a gun come this fixture
against Queen of the Souh
- for Alloa they can't both
win so there's a golden
opportunity somewhere
but 3 wins and a loss here
for Stenhousemuir and a
perfect end to the season
would still see Queen of the
South and Stenhousemuir
exclude Alloa from possible
promotion.

MAY 3 -AWAY
VS.ARBROATH

two draws in that sequence.

On paper the strongest
team of this season... but
Arbroath may well have
secured the title weeks
before this outing. If they've
lost their competitive edge
by then this may well be an
easy tap in for Queen of the
south to secure the playoff
spot.

While Queen of the
South'’s form is peaking.
STENHOUSEMUIR are in
crisis. They thought they
would be battling for the
title but in recent weeks a
five game winless run has
seen their position become
ever so tenuous and have
become many peoples
picks for dropping out of
the playoff spots. They have
the hardest run-in to my
eye:

APRIL12- AWAY
VS.ARBROATH

This is as tough as it gets.

Arbroath are the runaway
league leaders, and they've
already beaten Stenny at
Gayfield Park this season.
To add to the motivation
for a Lichtie victory this
game which is live on BBC
Alba is the one that math-
ematically seals the title
for Arbroath - a frightening
prospect for the flounder-
ing Stenny side. They have
beaten Arbroath in both
games at Ochilview though
so not all hope may be lost.

APRIL19 - HOME
VS.INVERNESS CT

Inverness handed them a
4-1 defeat just a few weeks
ago. Even at home, this
fixture carries major dan-
ger. Inverness slipped back
from what was at one point
title winning form hindered
by their 15 point deduction
from administration. It
means the highland side’s
survival looks precarious
still as we enter this final
run of of games and therelll
be no letup from Inverness
as they look to avoid a sec-

ond successive relegation.

APRIL26 - AWAY VS.
QUEEN OF THE SOUTH

Again both teams can't

: win, Although Stenhouse-

muir will be hurting from
their 3 defeats against the
borders side in the five
meetings this year. The
Warriors won the last game
in February between the
sides but have been com-
fortably beaten or failed to
score in the other meetings.




MAY 3 - HOME VS.
DUMBARTON

On paper, this is Sten-
housemuir's easiest fixture.
But tell that to Dumbarton
who've just drawn against
Arbroath and Queen of the
South beaten Alloa, and
then handed out the biggest
drubbing of the season 6-0
to Kelty Hearts. Apparently
someone forgot to tell the
West coast side that they
are already relegated but
with players playing with a
new sense of freedom after
a season of uncertainty with

administration you couldn't PO T ——

count out Dumbarton to
play a vital part on the final
day and dash FK2's collec-
tive hopes.

Last of our playoff hope-
fuls is COVE RANGERS.
Both Cove and Arbroath
have recovered from disas-
trous starts with Cove not
managing it as emphatically
as their Angus competitors
but still looking like a solid
pick to make the promotion
playoffs.

APRIL12- AWAY
VS.DUMBARTON

Despite waxing lyrical
about the Dumbarton
chances just a paragraph
ago, Cove are yet to taste
defeat agains the Sons this
season. Cove have won 2
and drawn one in their en-
counters so far but will have
the tricky patchy pitch at
Dumbarton to maneouver.
A third consecutive Dum-
barton win looks a tough
prospect but will the feel
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good factor wane with Paul
Hartley's visit to the Rock?

APRIL19 -HOME VS. ALLOA

This match may be
crucial. Lose, and Alloa may
leapfrog them. Win, and
Cove take a big step toward
sealing their place. Expect a
tight, tactical game.

APRIL 26 - HOME VS. KELTY
HEARTS

Everyone has to tackle
Kelty in the run-in but it's
7-1 on aggregate to Cove
this season with 2 wins and
a draw. Not one that they!l
be looking with any great
trepidation.

MAY 3 - AWAY
VS.ANNAN ATHLETIC

Annan kept fighting until

the final day last season
and it saw them sneak
through ahead of the atro-
cius goal difference accu-
mulated by Stirling Albion. It
may well be the same story
this year with Cove Rangers
their final day victims as
they fight tooth and nail for
League 1 survival.

Alloa’s 4-1 win at Stenny
has set us up to dream of
what may happen in the
final four games but we
need to bring that level of
performance and a hefty bit
of luck if Alloa want to again
navigate promotion the
hard way to earn a placed
in the hallowed turf of the
Scottish Championship
next season.
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ALLOA ATHLETIC 2 ANNAN ATHLETIC
- 200 . s 200
1 TOCHUKWU OGAYI X<XIE JAMIE SMITH
XE NEIL PARRY = 2 SCOTT HOOPER
= 31 PJ MORRISON =y 3 RICO QUITONGO
= 2 SCOTT TAGGART —+{ 4| |JosHDIxON
F‘ﬂ 3 CALUM WATERS =< 5| |ToMmYMUIR
<E ANDY GRAHAM ’§| 6 RHYS BREEN
=< 6 MORGYN NEILL = 7 PAUL MCGOWAN
=415 DAVID MCKAY -+ 8 JOSH TODD
16 CHARLIE DEWAR X<XE AIDAN SMITH
e 17 KANE THOMSON =< 10| [TommYGoss
=d 23 DAVID DEVINE >4 11| | DANCARMICHAEL
e 27 MAGNUS MACKENZIE =< 12| | GREGFLEMING
4 STEVEN HETHERINGTON >4 14| |RYANMUIR
=< 7 KEVIN CAWLEY - 15| [mAaxkseY
>}¥E KURTIS ROBERTS =<(16] [pauLsmiTH
D<ED SCOTT HONEYMAN =4 17| |AARON BROWN
e 12 STEFAN SCOUGALL =4 19| | CHARLIEMAXWELL
=] 14 MIKO VIRTANEN p><(20] [MACKENZIE STRACHAN
=< 20 CAMERON O'DONNELL >4 22] |LAYTONBISLAND
b 22 REECE MULLEN =4 23] [LucARoss
E LUKE DONNELLY =433] |wiLLEGIBSON
Iv |18 CONOR SAMMON 4 e
P24 19 STEVEN BUCHANAN
<EZ LUKE RANKIN
FED JOSH GENTLES
|>I< ANDY GRAHAM
REFEREE: ASST:
26.04.25, INDODRILL STADIUM, 15:00
ALLOA’S FINAL THREE ]

ALLOA ATHLETIC MONTROSE

19.04.25, BALMORAL STADIUM, 15:00

03.05.25, NEW CENTRAL PARK, 15:00

ﬁ COVE RANGERS }—% ALLOA ATHLETIC |

knst:?@;x{ KELTY HEARTS }—% ALLOA ATHLETIC
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