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ALLOA 
ATHLETIC
FOOTBALL CLUB
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1981/82   1996/97
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Jock Hepburn, 1 Cap
(Scotland v Wales 1891)

*includes equivalent competitions
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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

• Brakes
• Parts & spares
• Accessories

• Batteries
• Exhausts
• Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

ANDY GRAHAM
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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THE GAFFER’S 
THOUGHTS

ANDY GRAHAM

A warm welcome to Paul Hartley and every-
one from Cove Rangers!

Cove have been performing very well 
recently, and today promises to be a tough 
game—but one we’re looking forward to. 
February has been a positive month, and 
hopefully, it provides us with a platform to 
build on for the remaining games.

Last week’s game at Annan was eventful, to 
say the least. The players were disappoint-
ed with their first-half display, but the char-
acter this team shows is fantastic. From a 
supporter’s perspective, there aren’t many 
better feelings than celebrating a last-min-
ute winner in a 4-3 victory, so I hope all the 
fans who made the journey enjoyed that!

We had a friendly against Stirling on 

Tuesday evening, which helped give some 
players valuable game time, as well as an 
opportunity to see six Academy prospects 
in a first-team environment.

John Glencross, who many supporters will 
know, was recently featured in a segment 
on the BBC show A View from the Terrace 
for his fantastic football memories group. 
It was great to see John get some well-de-
served recognition for the incredible work 
he puts in.

As always, please give the players your 
full support and backing as we push for a 
strong finish to the season.

All the best,
Andy

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland

Unit 1 Block 6, Bond Street, Dumyat Busi-
ness Park, Tullibody, FK102P6

tel:01259722896 Fax: 01259216217
email: sales@hamiltonbrydie.co.uk

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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NEWSDESK

LEWIS RUSSELL

Alloa made it an unbeaten 
February last weekend as they 
took maximum points from 
Galabank. It was a topsy turvy 
game with a penalty converted 
by Wullie Gibson for the hosts, 
Kane Thomson forcing home 
a second half equaliser, Aaron 
Brown restoring the Annan lead. 
Andy Graham scoring, Josh Gen-
tles putting Alloa into the lead, 
Aaron Brown putting an equal-
iser late on into the top corner 
and with the dying breaths of 
the game Morgyn Neill rising 

highest to head home a Camer-
on O’Donnell corner. Breathless! 
The performance saw Cammy 
named in the SPFL team of the 
week which was well merited 
after three assists.

It adds to the week before’s 
almost routine win against Kelty 
Hearts where Josh Gentle’s 
cross was diverted in courtesy 
of Callum Flatman and Steven 
Buchanan picked up a second 
goal in two weeks to give Alloa 
the 2-0 lead.

Today the heroes of Alloa 
Athletic’s historic Bell’s Challenge 
Cup final victory will return to 
the Recs to mark 25 years since 
they lifted the cup. Alloa have 
invited members of the winning 
squad back to the ground to 
give them a guard of honour.

A special book to commem-
orate the 25th anniversary of 
The Bell’s Challenge Cup victory 
is now available priced £ 5 from 
the club shop, my email from 
jgxalloafc@aol.com  or visit the 
Alloa Athletic Football Memo-
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rabilia exhibition in Glasstown 
House, Castle Street, Alloa from 
11am to 2pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Alloa Athletic FC, in conjunc-
tion with its community partner, 
Wasp Community Club, is 
thrilled to announce the launch 
of our brand-new Club Lotto, 
designed to raise vital funds to 
support the continued develop-
ment of our youth and women’s 
and girls’ pathways, and other 
community projects with a mas-
sive JACKPOT OF £2000 up for 
grabs with weekly draws which 
take place on Wednesdays at 
8.15PM, with £50 being added 
to the jackpot each week.

Buy your tickets and enter the 
draw here:  
HTTPS://BIT.LY/WASPSLOTTO

WASP 2000 WINNERS 
Week 8 8-2-25
100     M Peggie        214
50      D Jenkins       984
25      J Glencross     1321

Week 7 1-2-25
100     J Heggie        24
50      C Meighan       592
25      F McLaren       893
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EXUBERANCE OF YOUTH

JONATHAN MARKWELL

Is it me or are Alloa’s loanees 
getting younger? The Septem-
ber signings of 18 year old pair 
Tyrece McDonnell and Scott 
Honeyman (both have since 
turned 19 after joining the club) 
have been supplemented in 
the January transfer window by 
17 year olds Charlie Dewar and 
Josh Gentles. I see it as a great 
compliment to the Wasps that 
the parent clubs of these players 
trust Alloa to give these fledgling 
players their maiden steps in a 
first team environment where 
results really matter, away from 
the sometimes comfortable 
environment of academy or ‘B’ 
team games. 

Perhaps the ever younger age 
of loanees is a signal of bigger 
clubs realising the benefits of 
players encountering a different 

set of surroundings as part 
of their development as soon 
as possible, and also partly a 
realisation of where Alloa are 
in the pecking order at present 
for loans. When the Wasps are 
riding high in the Championship, 
which has been the case in six 
of the past twelve seasons, the 
club can attract what I’d term 
‘premium’ loan players, a kind of 
final finishing school for players 
before they make their mark in 
the first teams of their parent 
clubs, or are sold on. Typical-
ly these players are in their 
early twenties, so are far more 
physically developed than your 
normal 17 or 18 year old. These 
players are often in their second 
or third loan spell, so are already 
well-versed in the mindset and 
logistics around a temporary 

transfer, so all the conditions 
are in place for them to really 
hit the ground running with the 
Wasps. Take the 2018/19 season 
as an example, Dario Zanatta 
had already been on loan at 
Queen’s Park and Raith before 
his season with the Wasps, 
while Jake Hastie and Liam Burt 
had spent the previous season 
with Airdrie and Dumbarton 
respectively. However, when 
the Wasps are in League One, it 
is less likely that the Wasps can 
recruit experienced loan players 
and instead it will be Alloa 
who are the first step in the 
development of a young player. 
As Craig Levein would say, it’s 
just the ‘natural order’ of things. 
This season that is the case 
for first-time loanees McDon-
nell, Dewar and Gentles, with 
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Honeyman being the exception 
having already spent two spells 
on loan at East Stirlingshire from 
Falkirk (as an aside, it must be a 
rare occurrence for a loan player 
to still play their home games 
on their own ground, with the 
Shire also playing at the Falkirk 
Stadium!). 

Whilst taking a loan player for 
their first loan is a riskier signing, 
as you never know how a young 
player will adapt away from their 
home comforts, that’s not to say 
a first loan cannot be successful. 
You only need to point to Bobby 
Wales and Ethan Sutherland 
last season to illustrate that 
exuberance of youth that 
some players show, producing 
phenomenal performances on 
their first temporary moves. The 
fact that Wales is now playing 
and scoring regularly in the 
first team at Kilmarnock, with 
him being touted for another 
upward move such has been his 
progress (which is no surprise 
for any Alloa supporter who saw 
his obvious promise last season), 
will only help attract other clubs 
to put their faith in Alloa to trust 
them with their prized assets. 
Sutherland of course has taken 
a different route, earning a in-
creasingly common move down 
south to Wolves, where he’s 
been playing for the Wanderers 
U23 side before a loan switch 
to National League side Solihull 
Moors last month. 

Encouragingly, both Dewar 
and Gentles, despite their 
tender ages, have got off to 
highly promising starts in their 
first month in Clackmannan-
shire. Dewar is demonstrating 
remarkable maturity in the 
heart of the Wasps backline. 
While his willingness to drop a 
shoulder and move forward with 
the ball has perhaps been the 
most eye-catching feature of his 
games so far, I’d personally also 

say that his defensive duels have 
been just as good, showing pace 
on the recovery and embrac-
ing the physicality of League 
One too. In addition, he has 
shown flexibility by seamlessly 
switching from playing right-cen-
tre-back as part of a back four, 
to the left hand side of a 3-man 
central defence for the final 
hour of the match at Montrose 
and enjoying a battle with fellow 
Dundee United loanee Owen 
Stirton throughout. 

Gentles meanwhile has 
already got off the mark with his 
equaliser at Dumbarton in his 
maiden starting appearance for 
the club. In doing so, at 17 years 
and 129 days old, Josh became 
Alloa’s youngest goalscorer since 
Scott Hynd’s strike at Arbroath 
in May 2013. In-fact, Gentles be-
came the Wasps’ third youngest 
goalscorer since the turn of the 
Millennium with his strike at the 
Rock, with my table on this page 
showing Alloa’s other youngster 
goalscorers in the past quarter 
of a century – the Rangers 
loanee is in some good company 
with his current Alloa team-mate 
Luke Rankin and fellow loanees 

Ethan Sutherland and Tony 
Stevenson (with his penalty in 
the inaugural play-offs back in 
2006 being totally nerveless). 
However, Gentles was far older 
than Scott Hynd’s record break-
ing first goal and Greig Spence’s 
first goal for the Wasps as a 16 
year old at Hampden, with his 
mop of blond hair still fondly 
remembered!

Gentles backed that goal 
up with the pre-assist in the 
move for Cammy O’Donnell’s 
thunderbolt at Montrose (with 
some good hold up play to feed 
Taggart, who in-turn teed up 
Cammy) and an assist of sorts 
for Steven Buchanan’s goal at 
Links Park too.  Although it was 
something of a mis-kick, it fell 
perfectly for Buchanan to head 
home and it still counts as a goal 
contribution for the Wales U18 
international! A fortnight ago, it 
was Gentles’ fine run, breezing 
past Tam O’Ware like he wasn’t 
there, and cut-back which forced 
Kelty defender Callum Flatman 
into an own goal. Last weekend, 
Gentles swept home his second 
goal for the Wasps, putting Alloa 
ahead for the first time in the 
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topsy-turvy last-gasp 4-3 win at 
Annan. So, in my book, that’s 
two goals and two assists so far 
for the highly promising Gentles 
in the first four starting appear-
ances of his loan deal. By any 
standards that’s a noteworthy 
return, but when you consider 
he’s the youngest player in 
League One this season, it really 
has been an encouraging start 
for the Rangers prospect.  

Andy Graham has been 
refreshingly willing to give youth 
a chance since taking up the 
reigns at the Recs, stating at the 
Q&A session with season ticket 
holders last September that “I’m 
more than willing to give them 
(youngsters) opportunities – age 
isn’t a thing for me, it’s about 
quality that you’re bringing 
and what you’re producing 
on a Tuesday, Thursday and a 
Saturday.” As well as signing a 
number of young loan play-
ers, Andy has also helped to 
enhance Alloa’s own production 
line of talent by contributing 
to the club bringing in a Wasps 
U20 squad to reduce the gap 
between the U18 team and the 
Alloa first team. In addition to 
trailblazers Cammy O’Donnell 
and Steven Buchanan, this 
season Luke Rankin has become 
a regular in the first team after a 
series of cameos in the 2022/23 
campaign and a successful loan 
of his own at East Stirling last 
season.  Reece Mullen is another 
who has been given his first 
minutes this season after being 
an unused sub seven times 
in 2023/24, before ending the 
campaign on loan at Camelon 
Juniors. Mullen hasn’t let anyone 
down with his three starts so far 
this season and his calmness on 
the ball in the midfield battle-
ground has been clear to see. 
Most recently Lewis Bruin has 
been the latest youth team play-

er to make his first team debut, 
with the diminutive midfielder 
appearing as a late substitute in 
January’s home draw with Queen 
of the South. Bruin, who I under-
stand the Wasps signed from Air-
drie, has obviously caught Andy’s 
eye with the U20’s training prior 
to the first team during the week, 
and also first hand alongside 
the first team manager in Alloa’s 
Stirlingshire Cup encounters this 
season too. 

The ultimate goal is for the 
Wasps to become more self-suf-
ficient, nurturing our own youth 
team players without so much 
of a reliance on borrowing the 
best youngsters from the top 
academies in the country for 
the first team. That is obviously 
a long-term ambition and will 
not happen overnight, but it is 
at least promising that the first 
team manager has taken positive 
steps in introducing measures to 
bridge the gap. By improving the 
pathway and integrating young 
local talent into the first team 
environment, it can only be bene-
ficial for everyone involved. 

Andy’s stance is to be applaud-
ed, bucking the trend of the 
regular press reports of young 
players getting fewer first-team 

minutes season by season. 
That’s an unsurprising trend 
from my standpoint, given the 
context of the pressures of the 
notoriously cut-throat world of 
football management. It seems 
to me that at every level of the 
game results dictate your future 
and nowadays a manager is 
seemingly never more than one 
bad run of half a dozen defeats 
away from the sack. Given the 
lifespan of a manager at a club 
is ever shortening, it’s little won-
der managers tend to rely on 
experienced players (arguably 
Andy did turn to experience 
during half-time at Galabank 
last weekend!) and is therefore 
to Andy’s credit that he’s looking 
at the bigger picture, for the 
benefit of the club as a whole, 
by making positive changes in 
helping young players thrive in 
a first team environment. Going 
by recent experiences, it is a risk 
which can prove fruitful, with the 
enthusiasm and fearless attitude 
of youngsters in Alloa colours 
having a positive impact on the 
pitch. Who knows, perhaps in 
time there may be one starlet 
who comes off the Recs’ own 
conveyor-belt of talent and 
makes the club a tidy profit in 
the future?
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Sunday 2nd March 2025

CHARITY
FOOTBALL MATCH

YOU’RE INVITED

Alzheimer Scotland - Action on Dementia is a company limited by guarantee, registered in 
Scotland 149069. Recognised as a charity by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator, 
no. SC022315 160 Dundee Street, Edinburgh, EH11 1DQ, 0131 243 1453, www.alzscot.org

All tickets can be purchased online 
from www.alzscot.org/shootingstars

For all event enquires, email
fundraising@alzscot.org

Making sure nobody
faces dementia alone.

_2

Football Match
• Location: Falkirk Stadium,
 4 Stadium Way, Falkirk, FK2 9EE

• Time: Gates open for family 
activities – 11am

• Kick-off: 1pm

• Close: 3pm

• Tickets: Adults = £5,
 Under 18 = Free

Gala Dinner
• Location: Radisson Blu, 301 Argyle 

Street, Glasgow, G2 8DL

• Time: Drinks reception from 6pm

• Dinner served: 7pm

• Carriages: 11pm

• Tickets: £80 per ticket or
 £750 for a table of 10

• Dress code: Lounge suit
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DONALD HUNTER

JOHN GLENCROSS

Born: - 1st April 1955  Dumbar-
ton

Donald Hunter will soon 
celebrate his 70th birthday, we 
look back on his career.

Donald’s footballing career 
began with Dumbarton Castle 
Rovers near the end of the 
Sixties. 

He then moved to Vale of 
Leven on 4th October 1972.

His first senior club was 
Glasgow Rangers signed by 
manager Willie Waddell on 18th 
January 1973. While on Rangers 

books Donald was selected for 
the Scotland Youth Squad and 
later that season won a Scotland 
Under 18 cap. 

While at Ibrox Donald was 
understudy to both Peter 
McCloy and Stewart Kennedy. 
However Donald was to make 
four appearances for Glasgow 
Rangers, he made his debut at 
Ibrox against Queen’s Park on 
26th January 1974, keeping a 
clean sheet in an 8-0 victory, in 
the Third Round of the Scottish 
Cup. Ironically the Queen’s Park 
goalkeeper that day was Ronnie 

Lowrie who himself would join 
Glasgow Rangers and later Alloa 
Athletic. 

Donald’s first league match 
for Rangers in February 1974 
was 3-2 home defeat to Ar-
broath. The following week he 
played in the league against East 
Fife at Bayview, keeping another 
clean sheet in a 3-0 victory. 
Donald’s final appearance for 
Rangers was against Dundee 
United at Ibrox in a 3-1 victory. 

After he left Glasgow Rangers, 
he signed for St. Mirren on 3rd 
June 1976, by a certain manager 
at that time Alex Ferguson. 
While at St. Mirren, Donald 
made 80 first team appearances 
under manager Alex Ferguson.

Donald’s next move to his 
hometown of Dumbarton FC, 
signed on 26th June by Davie 
Wilson another ex-Rangers 
player. Donald was to play 
under Wilson and Sean Fallon at 
Dumbarton makes 30 appear-
ances before Billy Lamont was 
appointed Dumbarton and Don-
ald looked for a new challenge 
at Alloa Athletic.

Donald signed for Alloa 
Athletic on 27th August 1980 
he was then to play his longest 
spell with any senior club. 
Donald made his debut for 
“The Wasps” on 29th August 
1981 v. Forfar Athletic at Station 
Park. The Team that day was – 
Donald Hunter, Alan Wilde, Alex 
McKenzie, Bryan Purdie, Alan 
Holt, Andy Oliver, Arthur Grant, 
Larry Haggart, Colin Spence, 
Roy Mitchell & Ian Smith     Subs: 
Robert McNab & Jack Dunn. 
Although the team lost 1-2 that 
day in the final game of the 
season “The Wasps” returned to 
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Station Park and won promotion 
after Ian Smith’s early goal past 
Forfar Athletic keeper Stewart 
Kennedy who had been at Ibrox 
in 1973 along with Donald. 
Donald was also in the Alloa 
Athletic team which defeated 
Dumbarton in the final of the 
Stirlingshire Cup to gain “The 
Wasps” the Stirlingshire Cup in 
the same season. Donald was 
ever present that season and 
recorded 16 clean sheets. 

In Season 1982/83 Alloa 
Athletic were playing in the First 
Division but they were rocked 
when their manager Alex Totten 
moved to rivals Falkirk on 25th 
November 1982. Taking over the 
player manager role was centre 
half Willie Garner who had ini-

tially came on loan from Glasgow 
Celtic. Once again Donald was 
ever present in the Alloa goal 
and helped the team to finishing 
in sixth position in the First Divi-
sion, the best the club has ever 
achieved, Donald made 11 clean 
sheets during the season.

Season 1983-84 was “The 
Wasps” second season in the 
First Division but they found it 
much tougher the second time 
round, the highlight was a 7-2 
victory over Clydebank at Kilbow-
ie Park which was to prove their 
only victory in the league during 
the season. Donald still managed 
7 clean sheets during the season 
but Alloa after finishing bottom 
of the league were relegated. 
Donald only missed one game 

that season on 28th September 
1983 when Hugh Stevenson 
played in goal in a 4-1 victory at 
The Recs. 

Season 1984-85, Donald only 
made 9 appearances under Jim-
my Thomson, before taking up a 
position with Strathclyde Police 
in December 1984, Donald’s last 
appearance for “The Wasps” on 
22nd September 1984 v. Queen 
of the South at Recreation Park 
in 1-1 draw, Ronnie Lowrie was 
then signed from Ballieston 
Juniors to replace Donald, 
another player who had also 
come through the ranks having 
started with Rangers. While with 
Strathclyde Police, Donald was 
capped playing for the Scottish 
Police International team. 
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APPEARANCESAPPEARANCES
POS APP GOAL APP GOAL APP GOAL

LEAGUE CUP TOTAL
APP GOAL

ALLOA CAREER LGE
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APPEARANCESAPPEARANCES
APP GOAL APP GOAL

ALLOA TOTALALLOA CAREER CUP
SPONSORS

Armstrong Printing (Alloa) Ltd
Inglewood House, Alloa  FK10 2HU
T: 01259 722930   E: salesarmstrongs@aol.com 

Company Registration No: SC434892  
Vat Registration No: 150 7330 40
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COVE RANGERS
The Toonsers

This afternoon Alloa 
welcome title chasers, 
Cove Rangers, to the 
Indodrill Stadium for an-
other crucial clash in the 
race for promotion. Like 
the hosts, Cove are five 
unbeaten in the league 
and their 2-1 victory 
over Dumbarton last 
Saturday was enough 
to see them move 
to 1st in the league. 
Arbroath’s defeat at 
Stenhousemuir meant 
that Paul Hartley’s side 
went to the summit on 
goal difference. This 
is just another twist to 
the tale of promotion 
in this league, however, 
The Lichties game in 
hand though saw them  
retake their place at 
the top. Cove left it late 

last Saturday with an 
87th minute strike from 
Fraser Fyvie securing 
all three points against 
League One’s bottom 
side. 

THE BOSS –  
PAUL HARTLEY 

The opposing man-
ager for Andy Graham 
needs no introduction in 
Paul Hartley. The former 
Scotland midfielder 
began his managerial 
career at Alloa and was 
at the heart of some of 
the club’s most success-
ful moments. Winning 
the old Division 3 in his 
first season in 2012 was 
followed by promotion 
from this division in 
the play-offs just a year 

later. Hartley departed 
Alloa with them in 4th in 
Scotland’s second tier, 
quite the contrast to the 
club he took over. Since 
then Hartley has had 
two spells at Cove Rang-
ers, as well as Dundee, 
Falkirk and Hartlepool 
United. Having been 
promoted out of this 
division multiple times, 
most recently his league 
winning Cove team in 
2022, he will be looking 
to add another accolade 
to his strong lower 
league managerial CV.

THE CAPTAIN – 
MITCH MEGGINSON 

Cove Rangers’ captain, 
Mitch Megginson, is 
another man who has 

FOUNDED
1922

GROUND
Balmoral Stadium, 
Cove

TOP HONOURS*
LEAGUE 1
Winners: 2021-22
LEAGUE 2
Winners: 2019-20
HIGHLAND LEAGUE
Winners: (7)
HIGHLAND LEAGUE 
CUP
Winners: (6)
ABERDEENSHIRE CUP
Winners: (3)
ABERDEENSHIRE 
SHIELD
Winners: (4)

*may include equivalent competitions
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spent part of his career here in 
Alloa. The Aberdonian has been 
a prolific striker in the lower 
leagues for many seasons and 
will be remembered fondly 
past his playing days at the 
Balmoral Stadium. Megginson 
did begin his career at Aberdeen 
and spent a few years out on 
loan, of which Alloa were one 
of his destinations. In 2016, he 
made the permanent switch 
to the Indodrill but departed 
the same year to Cove Rangers 
where he has been ever since. 
Having scored over 200 goals 
now for the club, Megginson has 
been the heartbeat of a squad 
that won the Highland League 
twice, League One and League 
Two. This season has been no 
different as he currently sits on 
12 goals in all competitions, with 

11 of those being in the league, it 
does make him the division’s top 
scorer. 

ONE TO WATCH –  
FINDLAY MARSHALL

Cove Rangers continued 
their strong connection with 
Premiership outfit, Aberdeen, 
by signing both Findlay Marshall 
and Adam Emslie back in August. 
Marshall is the man The Wasp 
programme has selected as one 
to keep an eye on, however, 
both youngsters have had strong 
seasons. Marshall, 18, arrived at 
Aberdeen’s Youth Academy at 
Under-12 level, and is currently 
entering his third year as a full-
time professional having agreed 
a deal to remain at Pittodrie until 
at least 2026 last season. Playing 

in the heart of midfield for the 
visitors, Marshall has grabbed 
seven goals and assist from the 
centre of the park. On the current 
five unbeaten run, Marshall has 
played a key part with three 
strikes during that time. 

THE CONNECTION

Two returning faces in Paul 
Hartley and Mitch Megginson 
have been covered already. They 
aren’t the only ones returning 
to their former club though. 
Michael Doyle, a modern-day 
hero for the Wasps, makes his 
return to the club. Doyle was one 
of Harley’s first signings back in 
2011 and played an integral role 
in the club’s rise through the 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P26
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divisions. The right-back made 
a brief return to Alloa joining 
the club on loan in 2023 before 
making the permanent switch 
to the Balmoral Stadium. Also 
returning is Quinn Coulson. The 
winger departed Alloa in the 
summer for Arbroath, however, 
after limited gametime joined 
fellow League One side, Cove, 
on loan in January. Morgyn 
Neill and Miko Virtanen face up 
against their former side too 
this afternoon. Neill, following 
last week’s dramatic winner, 
will play the side he joined Alloa 
from back in 2023 following two 
years at Cove. Virtanen spell 

was shorter having joined the 
club in January 2023 and depart-
ing for the Wasps that summer 
following Cove’s relegation from 
the Championship. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

This is the side’s third meeting 
against one another and both 
the fixtures previously this 
season have been identical 
scorelines. The first game back 
at the start of October saw 
Cove, as the visitors, come out 
2-0 winners. Connor Scully and 
Fraser Fyvie’s strikes put Cove in 
a strong position in the first half. 

This would be cemented before 
the half-time whistle with Luke 
Donnelly seeing red just 37 min-
utes into the game. The return 
fixture just before Christmas 
was another victory for Cove by 
the same scoreline. Arron Darge 
and Myles Gaffney scored the 
goals that afternoon to give Cove 
all the points. After Alloa went 
four in four for victories against 
Cove last season, Andy Graham’s 
side will be looking to return to 
similar outcomes at the third 
time of asking this afternoon.



27



28

LOOKING BACK  
3RD MARCH 1984

ANDREW COCKBURN

In The Premier Division, lead-
ers Aberdeen stretched their 
advantage to six points, thanks 
to a 2-0 home win v St. Mirren, 
a result which also extended 
The Dons unbeaten league run 
to sixteen games. But sec-
ond-placed Celtic’s title hopes 
suffered a setback, when they 
went down 1-3 at Dundee Unit-
ed, who thus remained in third 
spot. Fourth-placed Rangers, 
held 0-0 at home by Hibs, still 
made it thirteen league games 
without defeat, while Hearts 
retained fifth place, after a 2-1 
home win v struggling Mother-
well. This setback left The Well 
anchored to the foot of the 
table, five points adrift of safety, 

and seemingly doomed for the 
drop, as they’d now won just 
once in sixteen league matches. 
At Muirton Park, a crunch rele-
gation clash took place between 
second-bottom St. Johnstone 
and third-bottom Dundee, the 
home side emerging successful 
by 1-0. And while they remained 
in second-bottom position, The 
Saints were now just a worse 
off than their Tayside rivals, 
though The Dee had two games 
in hand.

Morton retained leadership 
of The First Division, after 2-0 
victory at relegation-haunted 
Raith, while Dumbarton were 
now second, after they were 

also triumphant by 2-0, at home 
v Falkirk. The Sons displaced 
gameless Partick, who thus 
dropped to third, fourth-placed 
Clydebank shared two goals 
and the points at Clyde, while 
fifth-placed Brechin were 2-1 
winners at struggling Airdrie. At 
the other end of the table, bot-
tom club Alloa’s relegation fears 
increased, after a 1-2 defeat 
from Meadowbank Thistle, Bob-
by Harris netting for The Wasps, 
who’d lined up as follows: Don-
ald Hunter, Bobby Harris, Larry 
Haggart (Garry Thompson), 
Bryan Purdie, Davie Martin, 
Davie Houston, Drew Paterson, 
Lennie McComb, David Lloyd 
(Robert Quinn), John Weir, Cole. 
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Thus Alloa now trailed safety by 
five points, and as they’d won 
just once since the turn of the 
year, & with games starting to 
run out, it seemed they faced a 
real battle to remain in The First 
Division. Raith’s own defeat left 
them also in a rather precarious 
position, four points worse off 
than Airdrie, who slipped to 
third-bottom spot, following 
their reversal v Brechin.

Second Division table-toppers 
Forfar had to settle for a point 
from a goalless home draw 
v Queen’s Park, though they 
still held a rather comfortable 
seven-point lead over sec-
ond-placed Queen of The South, 
who overcame another of the 
promotion challengers, Berwick, 
by 2-1 in a crucial clash at Palm-
erston. Third-placed Arbroath 
maintained their own promo-
tion push with a 1-0 win at lowly 
East Stirling, while Stirling Albion 
remained fourth in spite of a 0-3 
home defeat v Stenhousemuir, 
who thus moved up to sixth. 
Berwick, in spite of their loss, 
remained in fifth spot, though 

East Fife, held 1-1 at bottom 
club Montrose, dropped one 
place to seventh. 

South of the border, First 
Division leaders Liverpool, held 
1-1 at local rivals and Milk Cup 
Final opponents Everton, saw 
their lead reduced to two points 
over second-placed Manchester 
United, who triumphed 3-0 v 
Aston Villa at Villa Park. Notting-
ham Forest, beaten 0-1 at their 
bottom-of-the-table Midland 
rivals Wolves, still retained third 
spot, though Wolves, in spite 
of their welcome success, only 

their third in the league at home 
all season, still looked more or 
less certain to take the drop.

In The Second Division, 
Chelsea’s 3-0 home success 
v struggling Oldham, ena-
bled them to regain top spot, 
albeit on goal difference from 
Sheffield Wednesday, who were 
1-0 winners at Yorkshire rivals 
Barnsley. Newcastle, despite 
being held 2-2 at Fulham, still 
moved up one place to third, 
while Manchester City, 1-0 
home winners v Shrewsbury, 
were now fourth.

1. NAME THE OLDEST GOALSCORER IN THE SPFL THIS SEASON SO FAR

2. ALLOA MANAGED MAXIMUM POINTS AGAINST COVE LAST SEASON. WHAT WAS THE 
AGGREGATE SCORELINE OVER THE 4 GAMES?

3. BARRY FERGUSON WAS SPECTACULARLY APPOINTED RANGERS INTERIM MANAGER THIS 
WEEK. HOW MANY MANAGERS HAVE RANGERS HAD?

4. MOHAMED SALAH ALSO BECAME JUST THE THIRD PLAYER TO ASSIST 17+ GOALS IN OPEN 
PLAY IN A PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON. NAME THE OTHER TWO

5. WHAT IS THE LARGEST PREMIER LEAGUE POINTS DEFICIT TO BE OVERTURNED TO WIN A PL 
TITLE?

ANSWERS PAGE 31

HALF TIME QUIZ
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Barry Ferguson’s tenure at 
Alloa was anything but dull. 
While his 27% win rate—cour-
tesy of our in-house stat guru 
Jonathan—shows a difficult 
season, there were still some 
memorable moments (for bet-
ter or worse). 
 
A Season of chaos and drama 
Ferguson’s time in charge 
was fiery from the start. His 
approach to squad manage-
ment was… let’s call it bold. He 

oversaw extensive recruitment, 
bringing in a host of new faces 
to reshape the squad. However, 
this led to club legends being 
frozen out, creating tension in 
the dressing room and among 
fans. His confrontational style 
extended beyond the dressing 
room too, with heated exchang-
es with supporters, 
 
By Christmas and New Year, 
what was meant to be a season 

of title contention had com-
pletely unraveled. Instead of a 
promotion push, Alloa found 
themselves struggling for con-
sistency, with damaging defeats 
piling up. It all culminated in 
heavy losses to Falkirk and East 
Fife, which ultimately prompted 
Ferguson to resign, citing the 
need for “fresh impetus.” 
 
While the season didn’t go as 
planned, there were still some 
moments that stood out: 
 
Alloa on the International Stage: 
One of the most unexpect-
ed yet brilliant stories of the 
season was Fernandy Mendy’s 
call-up to the Guinea-Bissau 
squad for the African Cup of 
Nations. While some might 
scoff at its importance (looking 
at you, Jamie Carragher), we’re 
definitely chalking it up as a 
major competition. Alloa being 
represented on an international 
stage—no matter how indirect-
ly—was a surreal but proud 
moment.

Now, with Ferguson back in 
the dugout at Rangers, who 
knows what chaos might unfold 
next? Ferguson’s reign might 
not have been all smooth 
sailing, but you couldn’t fault 
the biggest game of the season: 
Alloa’s Scottish Cup tie against 
Celtic on January 22, 2022. The 
Indodrill Stadium was buzzing 
with an almost capacity crowd 
of 3,022.

Celtic took an early lead in 
the 14th minute, thanks to 
Georgios Giakoumakis deftly 
converting a cross from Liam 
Scales. Just before halftime, Liel 
Abada doubled their advan-
tage with a stunning 25-yard 

FANS VIEW
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1. ANDY GRAHAM! 41 YEARS & 5 MONTHS OF AGE ! HIS 74TH MINUTE HEADER AGAINST AN-
NAN HELPED ALLOA TO A 4-3 WIN AT GALABANK THIS WEEKEND.

2. 10 - 4 TO ALLOA. 3-2, 4-1, 2-1 AND 1-0 WINS AGAINST THE TOONSERS. 

3. 29 ALTOGETHER - 19 PERMANENT MANAGERS. FERGUSON BECOMES THE 10TH INTERIM 
RANGERS MANAGER.

4. THIERRY HENRY IN 2002-03 (20) AND KEVIN DE BRUYNE IN 2019-20 (17).

5. ARSENAL MANAGED TO OVERTURN A 13 POINT LEAD IN 1997-98.  LIVERPOOL HOLD A 13  
POINT LEAD ALBEIT WITH A GAME IN HAND OVER ARSENAL.

QUIZ ANSWERS

strike. However, Alloa’s Conor 
Sammon reignited hopes in 
the 78th minute by heading in 
a cross from Jon Robertson, 
making it 2-1. Despite a spirited 
effort, Alloa couldn’t find the 
equalizer, and the match con-
cluded with Celtic advancing to 
the next round.

Just a bit too spirited at the 
end from Mouhamed Niang, 
who absolutely went for it with 
a late, studs-up tackle on Celt-
ic’s Yosuke Ideguchi. It was the 
kind of challenge that, if it hap-
pened in the 1980s, would’ve 
been called “good, strong 
defending.” In modern football? 
Straight to the naughty step.

Referee Don Robertson 
didn’t hesitate to brandish a red 
card, sending Niang off in the 
dying moments of the game. 
Celtic boss Ange Postecoglou 
was not amused—especial-
ly since Ideguchi ended up 
injured from the tackle. Don’t 
think Celtic will be relishing the 
next Old Firm, to be honest!

 
The ‘Full-Time Football’ Pipeline 
Continues: Ferguson’s depar-
ture continued a bizarre trend 
at Alloa: managers leaving and 

later finding themselves in full-
time football. 
Jack Ross > St Mirren 
Jim Goodwin > St Mirren 
Peter Grant > Dunfermline 
Barry Ferguson > Now taking 
interim charge of Rangers after 
a three-year absence 
Brian Rice > Assisting at Cham-
pionship-chasing Livingston 

It’s safe to say that Alloa 
seems to be some sort of 
springboard—even for those 
who had, let’s just say, mixed 
results. 
 
Although after this unexpected 
appointment we’re looking for-
ward to Andy Graham taking 
over at Real Madrid when his 
Alloa career winds up.

MANAGERS IN THE LAST 30 YEARS
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A VIEW FROM  
THE TERRACE

JOHN GLENCROSS

On Monday 10th February 
2025 a BBC Scotland camera 
crew visited both my Football 
Memories Meeting at the Ochil 
Lounge at The Indodrill Stadium, 
Alloa and in the afternoon 
visited the Alloa Athletic Football 
Memorabilia Exhibition at Glass-
town House, Castle Street, Alloa.

I had been contacted on 
the Thursday 6th February to 
ask if it would be possible to 
come and film myself for a BBC 
Scotland recording for “A View 
from the Terrace” as they would 
be starting showing and filming 
for a new series which began 
on Friday 21st February 2025. 
Having checked with the club 

that they were happy for me 
to use the Ochil Lounge to be 
filmed by the BBC, I agreed for 
the filming to go ahead at my 
Football Memories Meeting on 
Monday 10th February 2025.

The film crew from Studio 
Something Promotions Ltd, 
Edinburgh were fantastic and 
so professional in their work. 
All attendees at the meeting 
were asked and confirmed they 
were happy for the cameras to 
be at the meeting as they were 
recording for BBC Scotland 
television. The film crew were 
keen to see the interaction 
with the people at the meeting 
and their reactions. They were 

interested how The Football 
Memories Meetings are helping 
people using old images of 
football, the Football Memories 
Meetings are supporting people 
living with dementia as well as 
people who were otherwise ex-
periencing loneliness and social 
isolation. The images acted as 
memory triggers, prompting 
memory recall, and encouraging 
conversations. The meetings at 
Alloa have grown from 6 people 
to group of regular members 
growing to 40 people now 
attending, such has the interest 
and companionship people 
have found by coming to the 
monthly meetings. 

In the afternoon the Televi-
sion crew then visited the Alloa 
Athletic Football Memorabilia 
Exhibition and interviewed 
myself, asked how I started 
with my huge collection of Alloa 
Athletic Memorabilia, how it has 
been built up and the reaction 
to visitors who visit. They also 
then filmed and took pictures of 
all the exhibits and were blown 
away with the vast collection 
and told me I am doing a great 
service to the club, Alloa Athletic 
FC and the area of Clackman-
nanshire bringing such an 
important attraction for bringing 
people to the area and Clack-
mannanshire as a whole.

The recording, although the 
filming took over three hours, 
when it will be shown in its 
edited version will be around 
five minutes long. It is due to 
be shown on BBC Scotland on 
Friday 28th February 2025 on 
“A View from the Terrace” at 
10.30pm, however it will also be 
available on BBC I Player.
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REFEREE: SEAN MURDOCH ASST: COLIN DRUMMOND & CAMERON TELFER
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ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE

MANAGER PAUL HARTLEY
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