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Alloa Athletic FC acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of those who engage with the club
especially children and vulnerable adults. We are committed to protecting children and vulnerable adults from all
form of harm and actively promoting the creation of a positive, safe and supportive environment.

We recognise -

- the welfare of the child (up to the age of 18) is paramount.
- all children regardless of age disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual

orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or
abuse.

-working in partnership with children and their families is essential in promoting and
embedding this policy

The purpose of the policy and related procedures is to:

- promote and priotitise the saftey and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults

- provide staff and volunteers with appropriate training to recognise, identify and
respond to safeguarding concerns relating to children and vulnerable adults

- ensure appropriate action is taken in event of inicdents of concerns and that support
is provided to those who raise or disclose the concern and that is dealt with
confidentially;

- prevent the employment or engagement wof unsuitable individuals by adopting
rigorous recruitment and veting procedures

Alloa Athletic Football Club’s policy will be widely promoted and will be reviewed on a regular basis, or in the
event of changes in legislation or government guidance, or as a result of any other changes.
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+ Of Tillicoultry

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753

woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team
every success for the coming season!

- WEE eounmr BLINDS
5 = ::’SD‘S’ > RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
3 VENETIAN, ROLLERS Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

* WOODEN & FAUX WOOD Tel: 01259215643

gr—- BUY ONE GET ONE FREE ON

SELECTED VERTICAL BLINDS We Collect and deliver

REPLACEMENT VERTICAL SLATS FROM £1

Official laundry partners of
Alloa Athletic FC
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Tel: 01259 723917
Tel: 07763752341

@oecount_yblmds@gmall COM  —

A

Bedford Place,

Church Street, Alloa
BAR ALDO'S
Tel: 01259 216586
* Brakes « Batteries

* Parts & spares °* Exhausts

9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FKI0 1TEH hd Accessorles L Tyres

bookings@baraldos.uk

01259 729 243




Morgyn
NEILL

10/03/1996

PJ
MORRISON Scott Calum
TAGGART WATERS

27/02/1998
cw - | 271211991 10/03/1996

Neil Andy David Charlie
PARRY GRAHAM MCKAY DEWAR
08/11/1985 22/09/1983 17/06/1998 12/03/2007
21 (o
Tochukwu Kane David Magnus
OGAYI THOMSON DEVINE MACKENZIE
03/05/2005

10/10/1996 12/09/2004 20/06/2001

ANDY GRAHAM
; 4 -
TARMAC A 4 ABPE ABPE
CONTRAC . aas \// HEATY
01259 )
0774 Y e I zAT I

P




Steven
HETHERINGTON

09/03/1993

Kevin
CAWLEY

17/03/1989

Kurtis
ROBERTS

06/09/1994

Luke
DONNELLY

20/01/1996

Conor
SAMMON

06/11/1986

Scott
HONEYMAN

19/11/2005

Stefan
SCOUGALL

07/12/1992

Miko
VIRTANEN
29/01/1999

Steven
BUCHANAN

26/03/2003

Cameron
O’'DONNELL

29/09/2001

Reece
MULLEN

26/03/2006

Josh
GENTLES

26/07/2007

R
@ g

G (y




THE GAFFER'S
THOUGHTS

Welcome to David Gold, Colin Hamilton,
Jimmy Boyle, and everyone from Arbroath
for today's match.

Goldy and Hammy have done a great
job since taking over the reins early in the
season. Today will be a tough game, as
Arbroath have recruited well in January and
are in good form.

Last week’s game against Cove got off to
the worst possible start, with us conceding
a goal within the opening ten minutes. That
gave Cove a lift and dented our confidence.
However, one thing that cannot be faulted
in this group of players is their resilience

and ability to bounce back. When we got
the game to 1-1, the momentum shifted,
and credit to the players for staying positive
and scoring a very well-worked winning
goal. Saturday showed how important it is
to stay in the game, even when you aren't
at your best.

With a quarter of the season to go, | hope
we can produce some big performances
and, more importantly, big results. To
achieve that, we need everyone to give as
much backing and support as they can.

Enjoy the gamel
Andy




DIAGEO

Proud to support the

Wasp Community Club
in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie

Caesar & Howie
The v Group

If you require assistance in the
following please contact us.

v Childrens’ Panel

H H v Child Contact &
Hamilton & Brydie Ltd. ghila gunt
Grand ts’ Contact
Roughcast Chipping Specialists J ran PIRRGETS °r_' ¢
Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over v Divorce & Separation
Scotland v Financial Settlements

v Guardianship, Wills and
Powers of Attorney

UNIT 1BLOCK 6, BOND STREET, DUMYAT BUS-
NESS PARK, TULLIBODY, FK102P6 0800 005 1755

. . 29 George St, | 107 Aimondvale South, SQY\’estMainSt, 27 Mar St,
TEL:01259722896 FAX: 01259216217  [EiEemad bl il i

EMAIL: SALES@HAMILTONBRYDIE.CO.UK

www.caesar-howie.co.uk | »




NEWSDESK

With the closeing of the loan
window Alloa welcomed the
loan signing of left-back Magnus
Mackenzie from Queen’s Park
until the end of the season.

The 19-year-old, who came
through Celtic's youth academy
before joining Queen’s Park in
2024, makes the move to the
Indodrill Stadium following the
conclusion of the loan window.

Unfortunately, due to injury
Tyrece McDonnell's loan has
been cut short and he has
returned to Queen's Park. We'd

like to thank Tyrece for his ef-
forts for the black and gold and
wish him well for the future.

Alloa extended their unbeaten
run in February and moved clos-
er to the top of the table with
last week’s 2-1 win over Cove
Rangers. In a typically slow start,
the Wasps found themselves
behind after just seven minutes
when Adam Emslie slotted
home following some chaotic
defending.

Cove Rangers might have
been well out of sight if not for
a series of poor finishes—none
more glaring than Emslie’s, who
squandered an open goal by
clearing the bar from just four
yards out.

Alloa, who had created more
chances since the half-time
break, eventually found the
breakthrough after Luke Don-
nelly’s introduction. He rifled
home from the edge of the area
with power to bring Alloa level.
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He would soon turn provider, as
a buoyed Alloa worked the ball
across the eighteen-yard box
from a throw-in, allowing Stefan
Scougall to smash a top-corner
finish beyond the rooted Cove
goalkeeper, Nicholas Suman.

The win leaves Alloa with a
five-point gap over fifth-placed
Queen of the South and a
chance to push themselves into
the title race—if they can play
spoiler today against Arbroath.

We'd like to welcome a
lifelong football fan, David has
followed The Wasps from afar
since he was 8 or 9 years old—
originally choosing the club after
wondering why the Scottish
League had a team from Hawaii!
Usually found at The Valley as a
Charlton Athletic season ticket
holder, today marks a special
occasion on his 50th birthday
as he attends his first ever Alloa
Athletic match in person.

David is joined by his three
younger brothers for this
memorable birthday trip, and
we hope they all have a fantastic
day at the Indodrill Stadium and

PLAY OUR
GLUB LOTTO

ENTER THE DRAW: BIT.LY/WASPSLOTTO

Happy Birthday from everyone
at Alloa Athletic!

Alloa Athletic FC, in conjunc-
tion with its community partner,
Wasp Community Club, is
thrilled to announce the launch
of our brand-new Club Lotto,
designed to raise vital funds to
support the continued develop-
ment of our youth and women'’s
and girls' pathways, and other

community projects with a mas-

sive JACKPOT OF £2000 up for
grabs with weekly draws which
take place on Wednesdays at
8.15PM, with £50 being added
to the jackpot each week.

Buy your tickets and enter the
draw here:
HTTPS:/[BIT.LY/WASPSLOTTO

WASP 2000 WINNERS
Week 8

100 M Peggie 214
50 DJenkins 984

25 JGlencross 1321
Week 9

100 M Watson 41
50 CHughes 1106

25 DGlencross 547

Football
Memories
Group

FOOTBALL ® &
MEMORIES Y%
SCOTLAND %

Indodrill
Stadium
Alloa

Monday 10th
March 2025

MEMORIES
SCOTLAND

PART OF THE
MEMORIES SCOTLAND
NETWORK

11.30-13.00

FOOTBALLMEMORIES.SCOT

Formore nfoplease contact

ipalloafc@aol.com
07877530314



ANOTHER MILESTONE
FORSCOTT TAGGART

Last weekend, Scott Taggart
made his 360th appearance
for the Wasps, meaning only
his longtime teammate Kevin
Cawley has now played more
games for the club since World
War Two. So far this season,
Scott's name has quietly been
rising on the appearances chart,
beginning the campaign in
eighth position, but the Wasps
captain has now passed some
of the most notable ever Alloa
alumni to rise to second place
on my imaginary podium!

Taggart began the season just
behind the total appearances of
Keith McCulloch, who represent-

ed the club with such distinction
in the late 1980's and through-
out the 1990's. If it hadn't have
been for injuries in his latter
years with the club, the cen-
tre-back would have been far
higher on the list. Taggart next
went beyond 1980's stalwart
Larry Haggart, with both players
being dependable full-backs.
Both McCulloch and Haggart
enjoyed testimonial games to
mark their tremendous long
service for the club, against
Rangers and Celtic XI's respect-
fully. Whisper it quietly, butin a
years' time after 10 full seasons
of unblemished performances
in the black and gold, surely it

will be time to honour Taggart
with a testimonial too? If that
does materialise he will become,
as far as | am aware, only the
fifth recipient in the club’s his-
tory, with Cawley’s 2023 event
and that in the 1920's to honour
Bobby Orrock being the others.

Taggart next passed Jimmy
Thomson, who has the distinc-
tion of being the only player on
the list who would later go on
to manage the club too. 5th on
the list is lionheart captain Craig
Valentine, who was worth every
penny of the £24,000 the club
were made to pay by tribunal
for his signing from Berwick
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Kevin Cawley

2 Scott Taggart
3 Bobby Gray

4 Andy Campbell
5 Craig Valentine
6 Jimmy Thomson
7 Larry Haggart

8 Keith McCulloch
9 George Brown
10 Brian McGarry

" Jimmy Docherty

12 Peter Smith

Most Appearances in an Alloa Shirt Since WW2

1

2011-2015 & 2016 onwards

2016 onwards

1962-1971

1968-1977

1996-2004

1968-1977

1980-1990

1987-1999

1967-1974

1970-1979

1955-1964

1960-1969

501+

360+

359

351

342

341

339

327

316

309

307

303

Rangers in the summer of 1996.
For eight seasons, Valentine was
a mainstay of the Alloa backline,
rising from the Third to First Di-
visions and lifting the Challenge
Cup as Alloa captain too. It was
great to see Vali and his cup
winning teammates back at the
Recs last weekend to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of that
tremendous victory. Above Val-
entine is late 1960's and 1970's
defender Andy Campbell, one
of only four men to play more
than 350 games for the Wasps.
The early years of Campbell's
Alloa career overlapped with
Bobby Gray, who until 2021 had
for over 50 years been Alloa's
record appearance maker.
Gray has, however, now been
unsurped by both Kevin Cawley
(in the lockdown home defeat
to Hearts in January 2021, which
the wee man was given the cap-
tain's armband and approapri-

and now last weekend by Scott
Taggart. Alloa’'s number 2 for the &
past 8 %4 seasons is now number
2 on the top appearances chart
too!

Taggart returned to the side

ately scored Alloa’s goal that day) ™

seven days ago having missed
his first game for 18 months at
Annan the previous weekend.
He was back to dependable
best, playing four different

roles in the comeback victory
over Cove. Having started at
right centre-back in a three-
man defence (the first time this
season Andy Graham has begun
a game with such a formation),
Scott then switched to his
conventional right-back berth
towards the end of the first half.
After the interval Scott's next
move was to left-back, before
reverting to right-back for the
final twenty minutes and playing

a partin the build-up to Stefan
Scougall's winning strike - allin a
day’s work for the Alloa captain!
Taggart missed the ding-dong
encounter down at Galabank
owing to suspension, having
received the first red-card of his
Alloa career in the dying embers
of the 2-0 home victory over
Kelty Hearts. From my vantage
point it looked a harsh second
booking, coming just a minute
after his first booking for shov-
ing Scott Allen to the ground

by the touchline. It all seemed

a little unnecessary on the part
of both Taggart (for making the
challenges in the first instance,




when the game was effectively
already won, thereby giving the
referee a decision to make - in
hindsight perhaps Taggs could
have just stood his ground?) and
the referee for so stringently
applying the rules of the game
for what were minor tactical
fouls, seen up and down the
country every Saturday without
the same punishment being
given. Looking back through the
record books, it is only Taggart's
second dismissal of his 533 (yes,
| have been counting!) senior
game career. Ironically, his other
dismissal came in injury time at
the end of the game too, with
that occasion being in an even-
tual 4-0 Scottish Cup defeat in In-
verness whilst Scott was playing
for Morton - it appeared to be

a straight red on that occasion,
for a foul to concede a penalty
rather than two yellows.

Missing that game at Annan
brought to an end Taggart's
run of 72 consecutive starting
appearances for the Wasps
(not including Stirlingshire Cup
games, when a largely youthful
Alloa side was selected). Taggart
has something of a tradition in
going on long unbroken stints
in the Alloa side, having started
his Alloa career with a sequence
of 92 successive starts (until
a tallying up of bookings saw
him miss a meaningless end
of season game prior to the
allimportant playoffs in 2018)
and then following that up with
a stretch of 94 consecutive
starting appearances until Peter
Grant rested him for a Betfred
Cup Group Stage game against
Stenhousemuir in November
2020. | was hoping that on this
occasion Taggart would make
it all the way to a century of
successive starts, but alas that
ordering-off has sadly prevented
that happening.

Those long sequences of
never missing a game reflect well
on Taggart's fitness, form and
longevity. Scott has in-fact only
missed a total of 25 matches
since joining the club in 2016,
with only three injuries in nine
years preventing Taggart from
lining up in the Alloa defence.
That is a quite remarkable record
given the physical demands
placed on players in today's
game. | would hazard a guess
that Taggart has played through
the pain barrier on plenty of
occasions for the good of the
team, which is testament to his
character and commitment.
Scott's presence in the team is
undoubtedly positive, with that
clearly evidence through the
Wasps clean sheet rate when he
plays being 23% (84 clean sheets
in 359 games), but almost halving
to 12% (3 clean sheets in 25
games) when he doesn't.

Now 33, Taggart is reaching
the veteran stage of his career,
albeit in my eyes there has been
little drop off in his all-action
displays from full-back through-
out his Alloa career. I've heard a
wee bit of criticism on The Wasps
Nest Podcast this season about
Taggart perhaps losing half a
yard of pace, which | personally
don't necessarily agree with,
instead considering that wingers
are simply getting faster and
they tend to go down easier and
easier in an attempt to con the
referee into awarding fouls! My
viewpoint is that Taggart's high
performance levels are perhaps
taken for granted a little by some,
with any casual observer watch-
ing the Wasps for the first time
being sure to pinpoint Taggart
as one of Alloa’s finest perform-
ers. It is perhaps a backhanded
compliment to Taggart that his
bar is so high, that when he does
slip a little (I have for example

noticed that Tagg's is using his
arms to jostle and fend off pesky
attackers far more than he once
did, which is a dangerous game
to play!) that it is noticable to
the Alloa diehards, but in overall
terms his contribution to both
Alloa’s defensive and attacking
play is still fantastic in my eyes.
The pace, whip and accuracy

of Taggart's deliveries from

wide areas remains one of his
key strengths, whilst | was also
half-relieved that the Wasps
didn't gain a penalty in the game
Taggart missed at Annan, with
his record from the spot (13 out
of 14 in normal time, including
12 successes in a row in the past
three seasons) being exempla-
ry. Moreover, in the past few
seasons the trend of inverted
full-backs joining the midfield

to create an overload and build
the attacking play has been fully
embraced by Taggart, with him
actively stepping out of his full-
back berth, finding space to get
on the ball and causing havoc by
moving forward with purpose
(most recently seen in setting up
Cammy O'Donnell's goal of the
season contender at Montrose).

Given there are only a dozen
players to represent the club
in the past 80 years who have
reached a triple century of
appearances, it is consequently
a very select clan of individuals.
Therefore, Alloa supporters
should feel fortunate that they
are now watching Taggart and
Alloa’s all-time appearance mak-
er Cawley, the two men at the
very top of that list, in the same
Alloa side. Players with this sort
of longevity typically only come
about once a decade, so to enjoy
watching two simulaneously is a
real treat. We know that neither
of these generational players
can go on forever, so let's enjoy
them fully whilst we can!
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STEVIE CADDEN

BORN:26THNOVEMBER 1968
AGE-56

Stevie grew up in Calderbank
and his first club was playing
for Wishaw, then he signed
as a youth at Motherwell and
reached the final of the BP
Youth Cup in Season 1986-87
but lost to Celtic in the final 2-1.
Tommy Gemmell then signed

Albion Rovers, he was then put
out on loan to Sligo Rovers, but

new manager Davie Provan,

a successful season ended up

made 193 appearances and
scoring 13 goals for “The Wee

Stevie on 10th February 1988 for

returned in season 1988-89 with

Second Division Champions with
Alloa Athletic runners up. Having

Rovers” Billy Lamont signed him
for Alloa Athletic on 4th March
1994.

Stevie made his debut for
Alloa Athletic at Gayfield against
Arbroath on 12th March 1994
in 0-0 draw, two weeks later
Stevie scored his first goal for
“The Wasps” at Recreation Park
v. Stranraer in 1-1 draw. The
season ended badly for Wasps
missing staying in the Second Di-
vision losing out to East Fife on
goal difference drawing 1-1 in
the final league match ironically
against “The Fifers.” This was
due to League reconstruction
with Season 1994-95 starting
with four League of ten.

Stevie Cadden (1988-89) and

his son Chris Cadden (20154-
15)have both won the Second
Division title both with Albion
Rovers which is quite unique for
a father and son combination.

Terry Christie and his son Max
Christie of course both won the
Bell's Challenge Cup in 1999,
Terry as the manager and Max
as a player.

Joe Craig won the First
Division title with Partick Thistle
(1975-76) and later his son
Steven Craig won the same
title also with Partick Thistle
(2012-13)

In total Stevie Cadden made

58 games for Alloa Athletic
scoring 3 goals
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FIXTURE VENUE COMPETITION  |RESULT OGAYI | PARRY | MORRISON | TAGGART| WATERS NEILL DEVINE
EastFife]  Home Lc 0(5)-4)0 Draw 20 20 %0 o0 20 20
Brechin Away Lc 13 Win %0 %0 @ %0 % | % 10
st Home Lc 32 Win 20 20 20 0E| %
Greenock Morton Away Lc 21 Loss 90 90 %0 %0 | %
Queen of the South|  Home 5] 0-0 Draw 20 20 20 o0 90
Dumbarton Away u 33 Draw 90 %0 @ %0 90 90
i Home u 10 Win 90 90 %0 29 | % 61
Annan Athletic|  Away u 01 Win 90 90 %0 %0 | %
Arbroath Away u 0-0 Draw %0 90 0 | % 6
Partick Thistle Away cc 13 Win o0 %0 90 | % 2
Inverness|  Home u 22 Draw %0 % | % 90
Kely|  Home 5] 10 Win 20 9% | 9% 90
Morntrose|  Away. u 22 Draw 90 0 @] o0 90
Cove Rangers| _ Home u 02 Loss 90 %0 45 | 78 12 41
Arbroath|  Home cc 10 Win o0 %0 90 90
i Away u 10 Win 90 %0 %0 | %
Arbroath|  Home u 01 Loss 90 42 | 90 90
Annan Athletic] _ Home. u 50 Win %0 %0 % | % 90
Queen of the South Away 5] 11 Draw 20 20 20 90 | %
Dunfermline Away cc 10 Loss B 90 %0 | % 90
Inverness|  Away 5] 10 Loss 20 20 20 9% | %
Dumbarton Away sC 32 Loss 90 o0 %0 %0 | %
D Home u 22 Draw 90 90 206 % | %
Kely|  Away u 02 Win 90 206 75 %0 | 9
Montrose|  Home u 12 Loss 90 90 % | % 206G
Cove Rangers|  Away u 20 Loss 90 90 0 | 9 90
i Home. u 13 Loss %0 %0 % | % 45
Arbroath Away 5] 13 Win 20 20 90 | 90& 90
Queen of the South|  Home. u 11 Draw %0 206} %0 | 88 68
Inverness|  Home 5] 12 Loss 20 20 90 20 90
Dumbarton Away u 11 Draw 90 90 90 %0 20
Montrose|  Away u 22 Draw 90 90 90 90 %0
Kely]  Home u 2.0 Win 90 %0 90 %0
Annan Athletic] _ Away u 34 Win 90 45 456) | 906 %0 90
Cove Rangers|  Home u 241 Win 90 90 %0 %0 69 321
Arbroath| _ Home u
Queen of the South Away 5]
Inverness|  Away u
Dumbarton|  Home 5]
i Away u
Annan Athletic] __ Home u
Cove Rangers|  Away u
Montrose|  Home 5]
Kely|  Away &

iumb
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ERINGTON | BRUIN |CAWLEY| ROBERTS MULLEN RANKIN GENTLES
61 %0 9 76 61 29 76 90 90
80 %0 & 80 7 13 10 19 9 81 78
90 90 90 86 4 10 90 90 D@
%0 %0 30 60 %0 30 & 60 90
90 77 77 13 90 13 B 85 90
20 %0 & 65 25 %0 & 25 &5 a0
90 61 %0 29 29 61 %0 & 90
a0 73 75 636 15 17 27 %0 90
90 84 6 79 75 1 15 %0 84
90 88 & 2 90 90 28 62 90
90 63 27 63 o0 275 90
90 58 85 5 %0 2 G 90
90 66 90 24 %0 90 243
%0 45 90 6 45 as 45 90
90 86 4 77 13 19 90 n
a0 69 90 69 21 5 21 90 85 &)
48 73 61 2 16 74 90
26 26 15 75 90 6463 15 TSR Ry 26 B45Y 6445
15 20 75 90 70 20 20 5 70 85@)
28 28 13 90 62 77 %0 13 62 77
32 32 82 58 82 8 20 8 58 20
90 59 90 9065) 90 &) 90 90
86 64 26 45 4 a0 36 20 & 13 77
24 90 90 %0 206 6 90 86
14 14 76 90 87 %0 3 76 90
21 a0 63 %0 27 69 90
59 45 90 a0 66 %0 2463) 31 90
90 15 15 9065y 15 90 90 90 9065
4 52 77 38 a0 %0 %0 22 90
90 20 8660 4 %0 86 4 67 23
72 3 90 a0 45 87 18 45 3 876)
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ARMSTRONG
PRINTING
(ALLOA) LTD

IRy S A

RUARI & BRIAN CUTHBERT-IMRIE

NEIL PARRY ALLOA SUPPORTERS CLUB

| |
| |
| DEREK YULE i - \
| BEN WOODRUFF i THE JOLLY BOYS ‘
| DAVIS DISTRIBUTION i - \
| JOYCE & THE PIEHUT i - \
| THE WEE FITBA PODCAST i - \
| PROTECT365 i - \
| GLENN SAUNDERS i - \
| - I : |
| JOHN SPENCE i - \
| JON CARRUTHERS i - \
| THE JOLLY BOYS i MCCALLUM ENGINEERING ‘
| AIMEE BURGESS i BEES ON THE PRIMROSE ‘
| BRAIN DAMAGED BARON i ANDREWWILSON ‘
| MAYFIELD MOTORS i - \
| STUART LATHAM i JOHN SPENCE ‘
| ANDY@MAGNAFIBRE i - \
[ roBerTsoncareETsFloORING | | GARAGEGYMREVISITED.COM \
| - I : |
| - I : |
| - I : |
| CRAIG CAMPBELL SEO || CRAIG CAMPEELLSEO |
\ S SMITH VEHICLE REPAIRS || S SMITH VEHICLE REPAIRS ‘
\ HAMISH COMRIE || - \
\ CALLUM MCTAGGART || CRAIG GRACE ‘

|
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ARBROATH

s 0 0
The Red Lichties
FOUNDED: THE OPPOSITION- | and now means they of Jim Mclntyre earlier
1878 ARBROATH find themselves five in the season. Hamilton,
GROUND: points clear at the top. who returned for his

Gayfield Park, Arbroath

TOP HONOURS
SCOTTISH CHAMPION-
SHIP*:

Runners-up: 1934~

35, 1958-59, 1967-68,
1971-72,2021-22
SCOTTISH LEAGUE 1%*:
Runners-up: 2000-01,
2011-12

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 2*:
Winners:
2010-11,2016-17
Runners-up:

1997-98,

Play-off winners 2007-08
SCOTTISH CUP:
Semi-Finalists: 1946-47
SCOTTISH LEAGUE CUP:
emi-Finalists: 1959-60
CHALLENGE CUP:
Semi-Finalists: 2012-13

24

For the second week
in a row, we welcome
the team who currently
sit top of the division to
the Indodrill. This time
it is Arbroath who sit at
the top of the tree fol-
lowing their successive
victories at the weekend
and throughout the
week. The Lichties
bounced back from
disappointment live on
BBC Alba against Sten-
housemuir with wins
over Annan Athletic last
Saturday and Dumbar-
ton on Tuesday night.

It marks the games in
hand played, which
have always looked
pivotal for the visitors,

Following relegation last
season from Scotland'’s
second tier, the side
from Gayfield are
certainly in a good place
to make an immediate
return should current
form continue.

THEBOSSES -
DAVID GOLD AND
COLINHAMILTON

Becoming a slight
trend in lower leagues
of Scottish football, the
visitors are led by not
one but two manag-
ers. David Gold and
Colin Hamilton currently
co-manage the Lichties
following the departure

second spell at Arbroath
in 2016, and Gold - who
joined the club in 2015
- have more than 500
combined appearances
for the Angus side. With
Hamilton injured for the
season, he has taken
arole in the dugout.
However, Gold still plays
a key role in the midfield
for his side offering that
leadership and quality
on the park too. It has
proven to be a shrewd
appointment so far

with the team sitting
well in the league. That
form was recognised in
December when both
Hamilton and Gold won
the Manager of the
Month award.

THE CAPTAIN -
THOMAS O’'BRIEN

With both of the
managers currently
registered as players,
it would take a strong
leader from the playing
staff to captain the
side. Thankfully for
Arbroath they have that
in abundance in Thomas
O'Brien. Highly regarded
as one of the best part-
time centre backs in the
country, O'Brien has
been at the club since

*may include equivalent competitions




2017. During that time he has
played his part in winning this
division in the past, as well as
the heroic Championship season
that they pushed Kilmarnock

all the way. A testament to the
importance of O'Brien is the

fact that he has been included
in League Team of the Years

in every lower league division
across his time at Arbroath and
the latter end of his Forfar ca-
reer. Following an injury, O'Brien
made his first start in over a
month on Tuesday night in the
win over Dumbarton.

NEW BOY - ANDY WINTER

One of the reasons that
Arbroath have propelled up the
division and in the pundits eyes
as title favourites is because of
their strong January window.
Billy King, Sam Stanton and

the return of Aaron Steele all
caught the eye. However, it is the
firepower up front that The Wasp
is highlighting. Andy Winter made
the loan switch from Livingston,
where he had struggled to find
the back of net, to bolster Gold
and Hamilton's options in the
lead-up. Despite having a barren
spell in the Championship, this
has certainly not been the case
for his new club. Winter has been
in scintillating form since joining
bagging five goals in just seven
appearances. His crucial goals
have proved match winners as
he has contributed massively
every time he steps on the park
in maroon. Quickly becoming a
fan favourite, Lichtie fans will be
hoping this form can continue
and his stay at Gayfield becomes
permanent.

ONETO WATCH -
FRASERTAYLOR

The one to watch this week-
end is not only one of the best
Arbroath players this season but

)| arguably one of the best across

the whole division. Fraser Taylor
joined Arbroath on loan from St
Mirren in the summer and has
been a revelation in the middle
of the park with his tenacity

and creativity. Arguably more
important than any new signings
in the January window, Arbroath
made the coup to extend Taylor's
loan for the remainder of the
season which is a massive boost
for their promotion hopes. The
22-year-old has six goals across

i the season but more impressive-

ly has notched 11 assists in the
league, 13 in total, making him
the best provider in the country.

| Those statistics came to life in the

sides most recent win as he laid
off Winter to assist the equaliser
on Tuesday night before putting
his side ahead with a goal of his
own. Taylor is one of the hottest
properties in ten division and
Alloa will have to be wary of the
threat he poses.

THE CONNECTION

Colin Hamilton who leads out
the visitors this afternoon is one
of the prominent connections
between the clubs. The left-back
spent a season at Alloa under
Danny Lennon in 2016, a spell
that sat in between two more
successful spells at Arbroath
where he is regarded in much
higher esteem. Also returning
to the Indodrill are two former
loanees in Calum Gallagher and

CONTINUED ON P26
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Innes Murray. Both spells brief,
however, Gallagher was part

of Paul Hartley's League One
promotion side in 2013 and
Murray played a small part un-
der Peter Grant Championship
side during the Covid season.
There are two former Arbroath
players in the Alloa squad who
will watch the game from the
stands this afternoon. Stevie
Hetherington enjoyed a short
stint at Gayfield on loan in 2023
but will miss today through inju-
ry. Miko Virtanen will join him in
the stand following his late red
card in the win against Cove, he
spent two loan spells at Gayfield
from 2019 to 2021. One former

Lichtie, now a Wasp, who will be
looking to make another impact
against his former team is Luke
Donnelly.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

This is the sides fourth meet-
ing so far this season. The most
recent of those came at Gayfield
at the beginning of the year and
will go down as one of Alloa’s
strongest performances of the
season so far. Gavin Reilly's early
opener was quickly cancelled
out by a Stefan Scougall strike.
Luke Rankin and David McKay
both unleashed superb strikes
to put Alloa 3-1 up and take all

the points from the form side

in the division. Before that, the
teams met back-to-back at the
Indodrill in both the league and
the Challenge Cup. The Wasps
triumphed in the cup game
thanks to Luke Donnelly’s fine
goal. Arbroath would take their
revenge a few weeks later in the
league with a Calum Gallagh-

er goal being the difference
between the sides, however,
Alloa were reduced to nine men
following Calum Waters early
red card and a late red card
from former loanee, Tyrece
McDonnell.
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LOOKING BACK
9TH MARCH 1991

In The Premier Division, the
leaders Rangers recovered from
their 0-1 reverse at fellow title
hopefuls Aberdeen the previous
week, to defeat Hearts by 2-1 at
Ibrox. And this result moved The
Gers four points clear of the sec-
ond-placed Dons, whose home
game with lowly Dunfermline
was cancelled. Third-placed
Dundee United and fourth-
placed Celtic were both victori-
ous by 2-0 at two of the other
strugglers, St. Mirren and Hibs
respectively, while St. Johnstone
retained fifth spot, in spite of
a 1-4 home loss v Motherwell.
At the bottom, St. Mirren’s
defeat was their ninth league

game without success, which
meant they continued to prop
up the table. Hibs still occupied
second-bottom position, though
Motherwell's victory lifted them
up one place, The Well were
replaced in second-bottom spot
by Dunfermline.

Dundee remained a point
clear at the top of The First
Division, in spite of a rather
shock 0-1 home reverse v
relegation-haunted Brechin,
aresult which ended a run of
four straight league wins for The
Dee. Second-placed Falkirk were
gameless due to the postpone-
ment of their game at struggling

Forfar, though third-placed Air-
drie were 3-1 winners at Clyde-
bank. Kilmarnock's point from a
1-1 draw at Morton was enough
to nudge them into fourth spot,
in place of Raith, who slipped

to seventh, after a 1-5 home
thrashing v another of the pro-
motion challengers, Partick, who
thus moved up to fifth. While
Hamilton Accies, despite being
held 1-1 at home by Meadow-
bank, remained in sixth place.
In the relegation zone, Clyde
were 1-0 home winners v Ayr,
though in spite of this success,
The Bully Wee still propped up
the table. But Brechin’'s own win
moved them up one place from
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second-bottom position, which
was now occupied by City’s local
rivals/fellow strugglers Forfar.

Runaway Second Division
leaders Stirling Albion suffered
only their third league defeat
of the season, and rather
surprisingly at home 0-1 by
lowly Dumbarton. Though in
spite of this setback, The Binos
still held a comfortable ten-
point lead over second-placed
Queen'’s Park, who were held
1-1 at bottom club East Stirling.
Stenhousemuir remained third
despite losing 0-1 at East Fife,
fourth-placed Stranraer were
gameless following the cancella-
tion of their game at Montrose,
while Berwick's point from a 1-1
draw at Cowdenbeath was still
enough to nudge them up into
fifth position in place of Mon-
trose, who dropped to sixth.
Queen Of The South and Alloa
had not enjoyed the most pro-
ductive of league campaigns so
far, and were placed thirteenth
and ninth respectively, ahead of
their clash at Palmerston, where
The Wasps lined up as follows:

Ronnie Lowrie, Willie Newbig-
ging, Jim Thomson, Dave Wilcox,
Keith McCulloch, Tom McEnte-
gart, John Irvine, Stevie Ramsay,
lan Black (Barrie Moffat (John
Grant), Gus Smith, John Gibson.
And the game produced a 0-0
draw, which meant no position-
al change for The Doonhamers
or their visitors. Today’s visitors
Arbroath had also not enjoyed
the best of times in the 1990-91
season. Though they ended

a winless run of seven league
games, with a 3-1 win at fellow
strugglers Albion Rovers, thanks
to goals from Stuart Sorbie (A
name well known to Alloa fans
having had two spells previously
with “The Wasps”, Stuart played
with Arbroath between 1990-94
then had a spell as assistant
manager in Season 2004/05),
Paul Roberts & James Morton,
the win moving The Red Lichties
up one place to eleventh.

South of the border, it was
FA Cup quarter-final day. And
fancied Arsenal remained on
course for a possible league/cup
“double”, when they overcame

the last surviving Third Division
side, Cambridge, by 2-1 at
Highbury. Nottingham Forest
also booked a semi-final place
thanks to a 1-0 win at Norwich,
while the Spurs v Notts County
and West Ham v Everton ties
took place the following Sunday
& Monday respectively.

In the First Division, Liverpool
moved level on points with
Arsenal at the top of the table,
thanks to a 3-0 win at Manches-
ter City, though The Gunners
still held pole position on goal
difference. Third-placed Crystal
Palace were 2-1 home winners
v Southampton, while bottom
club Derby were gameless.

With Second Division leaders
West Ham gameless, Oldham
took advantage to regain top
spot, albeit it on goal difference,
after a 2-0 home win v Bristol
Rovers. The Hammers thus
dropped to second, while third-
placed Sheffield Wednesday
maintained their own promo-
tion bid, with a 1-0 win v WBA at
Hillsborough.

HALF TIME QUIZ

1. ALLOA ARE STRONG FINISHERS. WHAT
PERCENTAGE GOALS COME IN THE FINAL 15
MINUTES OF GAMES?

2. ARBROATH POLISHED OFF DUMBARTON ON
TUESDAY TO EXTEND THEIR LEAD AT THE TOP.
WHEN WAS THELAST TIME THE SONS WON A

GAME?

3.ALLOA AND ARBROATH WERE BOTH PRO-
MOTED IN1998. NAME EACH OF THEIR TOP
SCORERS IN THE LEAGUE?

4.UNBEATABLE HIBS WON A SECOND SUC-

CESSIVE EDINBURGH DERBY AT THE WEEKEND.
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME THEY MANAGED THE
FEAT?

5. JOSE MOURINHO'S FERNEBAHCE TAKE ON
RANGERS THIS WEEK - BUT RECENTLY THE POR-
TUGUESE MANAGER LAUNCHED HIS OWN WINE
BRAND. WHAT DID HE CALLIT?

ANSWERS PAGE 31




THE MATCH
PROGRAMME

“Match programmes - get
your match programmes here!”
It has been an integral part of
the match-day experience for
supporters.

A pie, a pint and programme
had always been traditional fare
for any fan attending a football
match, but some clubs have
ditched the match programme
altogether. Rising print costs
and a lack of demand at some
clubs has seen an end to this
football must. The matchday
programme is one of football's
great traditions.

Alack of demand has been
cited as one of the main reasons
why some teams have pulled
the plug on this important tradi-
tion according to club sources,
alongside the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, despite pro-
grammes no longer being as
profitable, most teams still view
them as a key part of the match-
day experience, there are no

half-time scoreboards in football
grounds now.

Fans are being urged to keep
buying programmes - otherwise
the sight of sellers outside the
grounds or inside will become a
thing of the past. Who needs a
programme when most teams
hand out printed team sheets
with the actual team lines,
sometimes even quicker the
teams are announced on social
media before the manager has
even got to the dressing room
to tell the players his line-up.

Atimely feature in a recent
issue of Nutmeg, the Scottish
football periodical, focuses on
these pieces of art, described
by Greg Gordon, author of the
piece, as an “ongoing mon-
ologue with the club’s fans”.
These fortnightly musings
remain an incredible resource
for historians and students of
the game.

Worse is the fact that match
programmes are available on-

line at some clubs to read and
download prior to a matchday,
surely this is an own goal, and
this facility should only be
available after the match has
been played?

Jim Thomson once sold
Stirling Albion programmes
outside Annfield Park, the old
home of “The Beanos” and
now contributes to the same
publication, sales of which
were given a boost by the
club’s League Two title triumph
last season. Now 50, he runs
Scottish football programme
fairs all over the country having
re-engaged with his old interest.
“I was lost to the hobby for
years,” Thomson says. “| always
collected when | was younger.
“During lockdown | fell back into
it. | was clearing out my loft and
| found all my old programmes,
and wondered if it was still a
thing. Much to my surprise, as
much as social media had killed
alot of it, it was also helping
keeping it alive. On Facebook
there's pages devoted to
Scottish football programmes,
mostly buying and selling.” But
fresh input is needed. “Clubs
need to be innovative if they
want a younger generation to
buy the programme,” stresses
Thomson. He mentions the
routinely excellent Aberdeen
programme, among the biggest
sellers in Scotland, for imag-
inative ideas, such as giving
stickers away with each issue.

Something else programme
editors are careful about
is abuse. It's not a fanzine.
All contributors to a match
programme must make the
commitment to the club that
they are not going to be abusive
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about the club - or our oppo-
nents for that matter. Every
club’s match day programme
gets sent to the Scottish
League, where they scrutinise
each issue and will contact
clubs if they believe something
in printis in bad taste or derog-
atory and the club’s get their
knuckles knocked.

Stuart Curtis, the owner of
Curtis Sport, is not a fan of
digital programmes, though he
will work with clubs who decide
to go down that route. “What
was the last digital programme
you bought or read?” he asks.
“Not many people will say,
‘Well actually, | have a library of
about 12,000 of them'.”

His company produces
programmes for over 40 teams
north and south of the Border.
He implores clubs to put the
effort into maintaining them -
and stresses that it really isn't
hard to make them economi-
cally viable. “Even if you don't
use Curtis Sport, that's fine,”
he says. “But please, have a
programme, whether 40 buy
them or 40,000. It's important
to keep it going.”

Curtis is putting his mon-
ey where his mouth is. His

company is now sponsoring
the Scottish Programme and
Memorabilia Fair, with the next
event taking place on Sunday
2nd June 2024 at the McAlpine
Pavilion within Lesser Hamp-
den in Glasgow, from 10.30am
-2.00pm.

This Season 2023-24 in the
Scottish Football League clubs
who now do not issue a match
day programme - Hibernian
(Although there is a fans issue),
Ross County, Kilmarnock
(Monthly Magazine), Airdrie, In-
verness CT, Queens Park (Only
Digital), Hamilton Accies, Kelty
Hearts. Annan Athletic, Forfar
Athletic, Stranraer, Peterhead
(Only Digital) which is worrying,
the list grows every season.

Also, we have 15 clubs in
the Scottish Football League
all now using the one printer -
Curtis Sports. Aberdeen, Celtic,
Dundee, Hearts, Livingston,
Motherwell, St. Mirren, Dundee
United (Only by Mail order),
Dunfermline Athletic, Partick
Thistle, Falkirk, Clyde, Dum-
barton, Elgin City and The
Spartans.

| took over the editor’s job
producing the Alloa Athletic
FC Matchday Programme

“The Wasp” in Season 1989-
90, some 35 years ago now
and still find it a honour and
privilege to still be allowed to
edit the Match Magazine which
has through time increased
from eight pages to now thirty
six pages, but this couldn't be
possible without the help of
Jonathan Markwell, Donald
Pollock, Brian Roach, Andrew
Cockburn, Kieren Mooney and
Lewis Russell in the Media
department to produce a
programme the club can be
proud of, it would be remiss of
me not to mention my brother
David who travels all over the
country to make sure we have
action shots from every match
the club plays either the Men's
First team or the Women's
team which he also gives an
unbelievable support.

“Match programmes - get
your match programmes
here!” It has been an integral
part of the match-day experi-
ence for supporters over the
years, please keep buying and
supporting the “The Wasp” and
make sure we have a match
programme to take home and
cherish for all these special
memories, when we can say “I
was there”.




BELL'S CHALLENGE CUP 25TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

After the celebration due to
take place in November being
cancelled | was delighted that
the celebrations took place last
Saturday, having won the Bell's
Challenge Cup on Sunday 21st
November 1999, a day | will
never forget.

Originally intended to go
ahead in November during
the weekend closest to the
25th anniversary, the event
was postponed due to adverse
weather from Storm Bert. The
squad met at the Alloa Athletic
Football Memorabilia Exhibition
in Glasstown House before mak-
ing their way back to Recreation
Park. Fresh from an appear-

ance on BBC's A View from the
Terrace, | was delighted with
the response from the players
and supporters. “The reaction
from the players, the fans and
everyone who came along was
so enthusiastic”.

“When the players came to
the museum, they could not be-
lieve what was inside and how it
had old programmes, pictures
of them and so much more,
which they were delighted to
see”.

“They wanted to pass some
of the memorabilia on to their
sons, grandsons and that's what
it's all about - bringing the game
alive. “You can't buy that, and |

do this through the love of foot-
ball and especially Alloa Athletic
FC. Aslong as I'm able to, I'll

be coming along to the games
and showcasing what | have
collected in my museum, people
have been great bringing more
memorabilia down to hand into
the museum.”

“A special mention to David
Beaton who gifted me his Bell's
Challenge Cup Winners Medal
to put on display and Mark
Wilson who scored a goal to
help “The Wasps” win the trophy
on the day, gifted me his No.

11 shirt from the match.” John
Glencross
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REACTIONS FROM
SOME OF THEPLAYERS

Really appreciate all the hard
work you put in for me and
team John.

It was an honour and
pleasure to see great players
and teammates after so many
years. Cheers Paul McAneny.

I want to thank you for your
wonderful contribution to our
reunion yesterday. | was the
first to arrive yesterday and
was so impressed with how the
room looked & the work that
had gone in to prepare for the
day.

I would also ask that you
pass on my gratitude to your
wife & daughter who looked
after us so well. | thoroughly
enjoyed my day, including the
result, & that was down to
the wonderful organisation &
hospitality. Brian Fairley

Delighted to be invited back
to Alloa where it all began!
Looking back over memories

of winning the Bells Challenge
Cup 25 years ago. It was a great
turn out and | had an amaz-
ing day. Many thanks to John
Glencross for organising and
making it such a special day
Martin Cameron

Really good to catch up with
all the players, supporters
and fans after 25 years. | think
about that day all the time
when you see games in the
Challenge Cup, and you always
look back on the day in 1999
with fond memories. What a
day it was for everyone - for
players, fans, supporters and
the town of Alloa. Derek Clark

What a fantastic day, a huge
thanks to John Glencross for
making it happen. | have won
Three Challenge Cup medals,
two with Hamilton Accies and
the one with Alloa Athletic.
Great credit to Alloa Athletic
for marking the occasion which
sadly Hamilton Accies never
did, had it not taken place |
might not have met all these

amazing players and people
who most of them I had not
seenin 25 years. Gary Clark

The atmosphere at the
ground on Saturday was spe-
cial, the reception the players
received from the fans when
taking the Bell's Challenge Cup
round for them to see and it
brought a feel-good factor back
within the stadium. Who is to
say it didn't inspire the current
team as well and helped them
lift their game in the second
half to secure sure a vital
victory.

Last words from the day
came from Alloa Athletic Chair-
man at the time Willie McKie,
“Brilliant day on Saturday,
thanks for all your help and
support, how good it was to
catch up with old friends, great
stories recalled from that time,
a day which lifted me and so
many more people here to wit-
ness another special occasion.”
Willie McKie.




ALLOA ATHLETIC ARBROATH
POS @00 #  POS @00
TOCHUKWU OGAYI XIE AARON STEELE
NEIL PARRY X<XE COLIN HAMILTON
PJ MORRISON XD JACK WILKIE
SCOTT TAGGART <IE THOMAS O'BRIEN
CALUM WATERS =< 6 SAM STANTON
ANDY GRAHAM = 7 DAVID GOLD
MORGYN NEILL =< 9 CALUM GALLAGHER
DAVID MCKAY =4 10| | GAVINREILLY
CHARLIE DEWAR 4 1] [rvaNDOW
KANE THOMSON =4 12| |SCOTTSTEWART
DAVID DEVINE >4 14| | FRASER TAYLOR
MAGNUS MACKENZIE >4 15| | KEITH wATSON
STEVEN HETHERINGTON =< 17| [BiLLYKING
=7 KEVIN CAWLEY =<4 19] | CALLUMPENMAN
<K KURTIS ROBERTS p=<( 20| |RYANFLYNN
D<ED SCOTT HONEYMAN =421 [AIDANMCADAMS
e 12 STEFAN SCOUGALL = 22 INNES MURRAY
=] 14 MIKO VIRTANEN p>4( 24| |KIERAN MCKECHNIE
=< 20 CAMERON O'DONNELL >4 25| | ANDY WINTER
22 REECE MULLEN P>« 26] |[JASON THOMSON
< ° LUKE DONNELLY P>« 27| | AARON MUIRHEAD
LS CONOR SAMMON >4 31| | JACKMCCONNELL
P24 19| [ STEVENBUCHANAN >4 32| [ALISPALDING
<EX LUKE RANKIN < DAVID GOLD & COLIN HAMILTON
FES JOSH GENTLES
|>I< ANDY GRAHAM
REFEREE: seANMURDOCH ASST: COLINDRUMMOND & CAMERON TELFER
29.03.25, INDODRILL STADIUM, 15:00
ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE %
ALLOA ATHLETIC DUMBARTON
15.03.25, PALMERSTON PARK, 15:00 05.04.25, OCHILVIEW PARK, 15:00
’\;@ QUEEN OF THE SOUTH }—% ALLOA ATHLETIC ‘ ;f‘ STENHOUSEMUIR % ALLOA ATHLETIC
22.03.25, CALEDONIAN STADIUM, 15:00 12.04.25, INDODRILL STADIUM, 15:00
g-‘ INVERNESS CT % ALLOA ATHLETIC ‘ % ALLOA ATHLETIC ‘ ANNAN ATHLETIC
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