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CHILD PROTECTION AND WELLBEING POLICY

Alloa Athletic FC acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of those who engage with the club
especially children and vulnerable adults. We are committed to protecting children and vulnerable adults from all
form of harm and actively promoting the creation of a positive, safe and supportive environment.

We recognise -

- the welfare of the child (up to the age of 18) is paramount.

- all children regardless of age disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual
orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or
abuse.

-working in partnership with children and their families is essential in promoting and
embedding this policy

The purpose of the policy and related procedures is to:

- promote and priotitise the saftey and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults

- provide staff and volunteers with appropriate training to recognise, identify and
respond to safeguarding concerns relating to children and vulnerable adults

- ensure appropriate action is taken in event of inicdents of concerns and that support
is provided to those who raise or disclose the concern and that is dealt with
confidentially;

- prevent the employment or engagement wof unsuitable individuals by adopting
rigorous recruitment and veting procedures

Alloa Athletic Football Club’s policy will be widely promoted and will be reviewed on a regular basis, or in the
event of changes in legislation or government guidance, or as a result of any other changes.

MIKE MULRANEY, CHAIRMAN
ALLOA ATHLETIC FC
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Club Information

Address:

Indodrill Stadium,

Clackmannan Road,

Alloa, FK10 1RY

Telephone: 01259722695

Fax: 01259210886
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Web: alloaathletic.co.uk
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+ Of Tillicoultry

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753

woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team
every success for the coming season!

. WEE COUNTY BLINDS
-, - :;D‘f = RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
"~ VENETIAN, ROLLERS Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa
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Alloa Athletic FC

muuqmmm'mm

Tel: 01259 723917
Tel: 07763752341

@oecount_yblmds@gmall COM  —

A

Bedford Place,
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bookings@baraldos.uk

01259 729 243
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THE GAFFER'S
THOUGHTS

I'd like to extend a warm welcome to
Craig Levein and his staff to Alloa for
tonight's game.

Saturday’s game against Brechin
showed a much-improved perfor-
mance from the players, as Brechin
is a difficult place to go, and they will
certainly be challenging to get back
into the leagues. Kevin Cawley and
Luke Rankin's goals were excellent
finishes and highlight the importance
of combining experience and youth.

As always, a big thanks to all who trav-
eled to Brechin to support the boys; it's
always appreciated.

Tonight's game will be tough as St
Johnstone have a strong squad. While
we respect that, we must go in with the
belief that we can win the game.

Enjoy the game.

Andy




DIAGEO

Proud to support the

Wasp Community Club
in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie

Caesar & Howie
The v Group

If you require assistance in the
following please contact us.

v Childrens’ Panel

H H v Child Contact &
Hamilton & Brydie Ltd. ghila gunt
Grand ts’ Contact
Roughcast Chipping Specialists J ran PIRRGETS °r_' ¢
Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over v Divorce & Separation
Scotland v Financial Settlements

v Guardianship, Wills and
Powers of Attorney

UNIT 1BLOCK 6, BOND STREET, DUMYAT BUS-
NESS PARK, TULLIBODY, FK102P6 0800 005 1755

. . 29 George St, | 107 Aimondvale South, SQY\’estMainSt, 27 Mar St,
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On Tuesday night Alloa
completed a perfect bonus
point penalty shootout after
a drab 0-0 against East Fife.

The Fifers looked the
more potent side with Na-
than Austin the main threat
to P Morrisons goal but
the Alloa goalkeeper kept a
clean sheet with some smart
saves on an off day for the
Wasps at the other end. East
Fife’s Andy Munro missed
his side’s opening penalty as
Scott Taggart, Conor Sam-
mon, Steven Hetherington,
Kurtis Roberts and finally
Calum Waters all found the
back of the net to give Alloa

two points on the opening
day.

On Saturday the Wasps
made what will become
a familiar travel to Angus
this season - except it was
to face Highland League
Brechin City. Last meeting
between the sides was a
shock Marc Scott winner
for the Hedgemen so it was
great to see an early penalty
award courtesy of Luke
Rankin being annihilated
by the Brechin goalkeeper
handily converted by captain
Scott Taggart. Alloa veter-
an Kevin Cawley added a
wonderful curling effort in

the second half to secure
Alloa’s lead and youngster
Luke Rankin in the team for
the first time since his highly
successful loan spell at

East Stirling drilled home a
clean half-volley into the top
corner to put the cherry on
the icing on the cake. A little
bit of the shine came off on
the day with Brechin’s only
effort on target all game
finding the bottom corner
after a late Alloa lapse but
the Wasps avoided any hairy
endings and were unlucky
not to have added any more
against the side three divi-
sions lower.
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It leaves a shoutout today WASP 2000 CLUB
against St Johnstone for pole 100 W Burns 222
position in the group, with 50 M Glencross 549
the Perth side the only team 25 FWheeler 1053
to win their opening two
games in Group F. Brechin
and Morton fairly comfort-
ably dispatched as you'd
expect from the group's top
seeds.

David Devine remains un-
available for the forseeable
future injuring his hamstring
against East Fife. He joins
Miko Virtanen (broken toe)
in the stands but Shay Nev-
ans may be available tonight
after suffering a dead leg.

PREMIER SPORTS CUP RESULTS

Home Team Score Away Team
Dundee Utd 2-1 Ayr

Arbroath 0-3 Annan
Brechin 1-3 Alloa

Buckie Thistle 1-5 Falkirk

Clyde 1-3 Motherwell
Dumbarton 3-4 Airdrie

East Kilbride 0-4 Aberdeen
Edinburgh City 0-6 Partick

Forfar 1-1 (3-1 on penalties) Cove Rangers
Inverness 3-0 Bonnyrigg Rose
Kelty Hearts 1-0 Hibernian
Livingston 1-0 Dunfermline
Peterhead 4-2 Elgin

Ross County 2-1 Raith

St Johnstone 2-0 Morton

Stranraer 0-1 Hamilton
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STATS OF THE SEASON

Although the Wasps are this
evening playing a third com-
petitive game of the 2024/25
season, there is just enough
time to look back at some of
statistical quirks and fascina-
tions of the previous season,
as the Wasps finished a
credible third in League One
and were unfortunate to
lose out narrowly in the play-
offs to Hamilton Accies for a
second successive season.

MORE AWAY WINS THAN
HOME VICTORIES

Unusually, the Wasps
picked up more away wins
than at the Recs last season,
with 10 victories on the road
and 8 on the hallowed 4G

synthetic turf of home. That
was only the third time in
the past decade to have oc-
curred, with the shortened
2019/2020 (5 home wins &
6 away wins) and relegation
2015/16 (3 home wins - 1

in the league v Hibs and 2
Stirlingshire Cup ties - &4
away wins) being the other
exceptions to the general-
ly accepted principle that
teams do better at home
than away. However, the
quick attacking play of the
Wasps last season probably
explains why more away-
day wins were achieved,
with that particularly suited
to being away when the
onus is often on the home

side to take the game to

the opposition. Perhaps the
fact that all teams barring
Stirling played on 4G pitches
meant home advantage was
less pronounced, with three
teams picking up more away
wins than home victories
(Hamilton 12 away versus 10
home wins; Montrose 8v7

& QoS 6v5) and only Annan
(7 home wins versus 2 away
wins) having a markedly
better home win rate in

the division. Ahead of this
season, Andy Graham has
already said that the target
for the season is to improve
on last season, with the
number of home victories
certainly appearing to be

12




one category where there is
obvious scope for the Wasps
to make headway during this
campaign.

GOALS GALORE
ONTHE ROAD

As well as picking up more
away wins than at home,
Alloa were far more free
scoring away from the Recs
last season too, with 46 goals
scored on the road and just
26 back at the Recs. The 5-1
mauling of Stirling Albion,
the eventual 5-2 success
at Edinburgh City and the
roller-coaster 4-3 opening
day success at Queen of the
South spring immediately to
mind as three high-scoring
away days which gave the
Wasps loyal away support
plenty to cheer. If you also
factor in the 3-2 successes
at Annan and Cove, together
with the 3-1 Viaplay Cup win
at Stenhousemuir and the
3-4 reverse to Montrose,
those seven games equal
the total number of home
goals scored in the Wasps'
21 matches at the Recs last
season! The Wasps failed to
score in a third of all home
games played last season,
with one goal scored in
another third of the games
and multiple goals scored
a third (7 games) of times
too. Encouragingly, six of
the seven occasions when
the Wasps did score more
than one goal at home came
under Andy Graham's reign,
although scoring more goals
at home may well be anoth-
er indicator of improvement

this season? Perhaps I'm
being a little harsh here, or
this could be framed more
positively that on Alloa’s
travels last season they were
up for the fight and willing
to go toe-to-toe in ding-dong
battles, taking the ethos of,
“We'll score one more goal
than you”, rather than uncon-
sciously being less gung-ho
during home matches?

THREE PLAYERS IN DOUBLE
FIGURES FOR GOALS

With all those away day
goals, it was perhaps no
surprise that no fewer than
three separate Alloa players
managed to get into double
figures for goals last season.
Any striker will tell you that
their first personal aim for
any season is to get to ten
goals, as that's always a
reasonable barometer that a

striker is having a good sea-
son in front of goal. With the
Wasps freshening up their
frontline after an indifferent
first quarter, it was also not
surprising that the goals were
spread amongst a series of
players this season, rather
than having a single runaway
top marksman as was the
case in the 2022/23 season
(Conor Sammon'’s 19 goal
haul). Loanee Bobby Wales
topped the end of season
scoring charts, with 12 goals.
Another outstanding loanee
Taylor Steven also reached
double figures with 10 goals,
with the youngsters' tallies
being sandwiched between
the trusty 11 goals from the
evergreen Conor Sammon.
In-fact, if you take Conor's age
(37), that was the combined
age of Wales (18) and Steven
(19) last season, which | think




reflects tremendously well
on Sammo! If you looked

up the definition of “a good
pro who has looked after
himself over the years” in
your footballing dictionar-
ies, alongside Portuguese
duo Cristiano Ronaldo and
Pepe ,you'd find a picture of
Sammon, who keeps himself
in peak condition despite
his advancing years. Last
season, Sammon proved

his worth yet again, scoring
four deadlock breakers,
three match-winners (versus
Cove, Dunbar and Annan)
and some vintage finishes
you wouldn’t immediately
expect of Conor, such as that
glorious run and low finish
past Liam Kelly to equaliser
at old club Motherwell in the
Scottish Cup. | cannot wait
to see Sammon'’s trademark
goal celebration again this
season, with the former
Republic of Ireland interna-
tionalist still very evidently
getting an enormous sense
of satisfaction out of that
timeless sensation of scoring

YELLOW CARD MERCHANT
HETHERINGTON TRIUMPHS
AGAIN

Avyear ago | predicted that
Stevie Hetherington would
pick up more bookings than
any other Alloa player in
the 2023/24 season. This
wasn't a particularly bold
forecast, with the combative
midfielder having amassed
more bookings in each of
his previous five seasons
with the Wasps, prior to his
two-year stint with Falkirk.
The returning Hetherington
didn't disappoint me, with
him once again winning

for the sixth season in his
Alloa career! Hetherington
surpassed himself with a
needless red card for serious
foul play with the Wasps
already 5-0 down at Ayr

in the Viaplay Cup group
stages, to rule himself out of
the league opener at Queen
of the South and last week's
opener this season versus
East Fife too. During the first
half of the season, Stevie
picked up a steady stream of
bookings, with 8 in 19 games
until his injury in the Scottish
Cup at Motherwell. My notes
specify that each of the
midfielders’ bookings were
for fouls, with two being 90th
minute cynical fouls, one
being for an accumulation

of a series of fouls and all
being within the second half
of matches! Unfortunately, it
seems Stevie has developed
a little bit of a reputation
with referees for picked up
cautions over the years, with
some being harsh deci-
sions, but others have been
completely merited too!

:| With Hetherington missing

from the Wasps team for
11 weeks during the second




half of the season, | feared
that Messrs Neill or Virta-
nen may sneak in and steal
Stevie's ‘bookings crown’,
but both fell short (Neill - 7
yellows and 1 red; Virtanen
- 5 yellows), with Cammy
O'Donnell also getting an
honourable mention for his
6 bookings throughout the
season. As such, Hethering-
ton retained his title for a
sixth time, albeit upon his
return from injury in April
Stevie escaped picking up a
single booking in his final six
appearances of the season,
so perhaps he's turned over
a new leafl All of the above
is of course written in jest,
with Hetherington’s value

to the team never in doubt,
exemplified by a majestic
performance in what turned
out to be the final game of
last season at Hamilton. I'm
pretty sure that Granit Xhaka
must have been watching
Hetherington's performance
in that game at the Accies,
as the Swiss midfielders
cultured and controlling
performances in the Euros
were reminiscent of Stevie's
masterclass at New Douglas
Park!

NEVERPLAYING
AGAINST 10 MEN

Amazingly, the Wasps
went a whole season without
an opposing player being
sent-off, which given the
laws of the game as they
are now, is surprising in the
extremel! In-fact (writing this
prior to a ball being kicked
this season) you have to

go back all the way to 12th
November 2022 for the last
time Alloa played against 10
men, when Stephen Hendrie
was red-carded for Queen
of South after Alloa went

5-1 up in the 86th minute of
that encounter. By compari-
son, since that point in time
Alloa have themselves been
reduced to 10 men on 6
separate occasions (George
Stanger in the final game of
the 2022/3 season, together
with last seasons dismissals
of Hetherington at Ayr, David
McKay versus both Stirling
and Cove, Kevin Cawley at
Montrose and Morgyn Neill
at Hamilton). As such, for the
Wasps to have now played
for over a season and a

half without the opposition
having a player red-carded is
certainly an unusual quirk!

LOANEES PRODUCING
NUMBERS

In addition to the afore-
mentioned goalscoring
outputs of Bobby Wales
and Taylor Steven, the duo
also contributed heavily in

£ Thelnn at

terms of assists too. Steven
matched his goal tally with
10 assists too (becoming
the first player since | kept
records of assists to reach
double figures in terms of
both ‘goal contributions))
and Wales claiming 5 assists
too. Bobby finished joint
third of Alloa assist-makers
(alongside his captain Scott
Taggart), with the runner-up
being another loanee Ethan
Sutherland, who amassed

6 assists in his second half
of the season loan. Suther-
land's 2 goals, and 5 strikes
from Alloa’s other loanee,
Ally Roy, meant the output
Alloa gleaned from the loa-
nees was off the scale, with
a grand total of 29 goals and
21 assists from the quartet. It
was Alloa’'s most productive
crop of loan signings, in my
opinion, since at least the
2018/19 season (when the
Wasps were treated to Dario
Zanatta, Connor Shields,
Jake Hastie and Sam Roscoe
amongst others) and holds
the Wasps in good stead
for the upcoming season,
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with the big clubs hopefully
queuing up to enable Andy
Graham to develop talent-
ed youngsters into future
superstars!

SECOND HALF OF THE
SEASON SPECIALISTS

The Wasps really are
second half of the season
specialists, with last season
amazingly being the tenth
consecutive season Alloa
have amassed more points
in the second half of the sea-
son than the first. Looking
back over the past quarter
of the century, the trend
continues with the Wasps
picking up more points in the
second half of 20 of the past
25 seasons. Last season, the
record was achieved with
four games to spare and by
the end of the campaign 31
points were achieved in the
second half of the season,
easily eclipsing the 25 points
gained during the first 18
games.

5 GOALS AT FORTHBANK

April's 5-1 victory over local
rivals Stirling was a memora-
ble day for the Wasps. It was
the first time Alloa had ever
scored five goals on Stirling
soil (or Annfield astroturf),
with it being the Wasps
56th trip to play Albion (not
including the Stirlingshire
Cup), going back to 1948. It
was also Alloa’s joint highest
margin of victory on an away-
day visit to Stirling, on par
with the 4-0 success back in
2005 when Jose Quitongo led
the Stirling defence a merry
dance, helping himself to a
second half double that day.
The 5-1 success was there-
fore Alloa’s joint biggest win
over Stirling since the never
to be forgotten 7-0 thrashing
in 1998.

A PERFECT FEBRUARY

Alloa enjoyed a perfect
February, with five successive
league wins (for the first time
since 2012 in the old Third Di-
vision), earning Andy Graham
the manager of the month
award and Taylor Steven

the monthly player gong. It
was an epic run of victories,
culminating in a 2-1 away
win at Hamilton with a late
winner from Jon Robertson.
It was Robbo's first Alloa

goal for 2,479 days (almost 7
years and 214 games since
his previous goal) and turned
out to be his final strike for
the Wasps, with his May
release marking the end of 8
tremendous seasons service
with the club, amassing 262
appearances in the process.
Every Alloa supporter will
wish Robbo the best of luck
having been installed as club
captain at Edinburgh City.

GOALS IN14 SUCCESSIVE
CALENDAR YEARS

Kevin Cawley’s deflected
late strike in January versus
Edinburgh City meant that
Alloa’s record appearance
maker had scored in every
single calendar year since
2011, with no Alloa player
having ever scored in 14
consecutive calendar years
for the club before!




GOALS INEACH OF HISFIRST 4
ALLOA APPEARANCES

Ally Roy became the first
Alloa player for 58 years
to score in each of his first
four games for the Wasps.
David Keddie achieved that
remarkable feat back in
1965 and that was mirrored
by Ally Roy with his strikes
against Edinburgh City,
Montrose, Stirling Albion and
Queen of the South.

LANDMARK APPEARANCES

A series of loyal play-
ers clocked up milestone
appearances for the club
during the season. Early in
the season Scott Taggart
reached the 300 mark, quick-
ly followed by Kevin Caw-
ley’s record-breaking 450th

appearance. In addition, both
Stefan Scougall and Conor
Sammon made it 100 games
in the gold and black of Alloa
during the campaign. With

all four players still at the
Recs this season the quartet
will be hoping to add to their
impressive hauls during this
campaign.

FIRST GOAL [
FIRST APPEARANCE

At the other end of the
scale, there were a series of
Alloa debutants during the
2023/24 season, or those
who scored their maiden
goals for the club. The roll call
of the 12 debutants were (in
squad number order): Euan
Deveney, Morgyn Neill, Kurtis
Roberts, Taylor Steven, Miko

Virtanen, David McKay, Ally
Roy, Nathan Cannon, Josh
Debayo, Bobby Wales, Ethan
Sutherland and Tochukwu
Ogayi. Those who scored
their first goals were youth
team product Steven Bu-
chanan (at Stenhousemuir),
alongside Neill, McKay, Roy,
Steven, Wales, Roberts,
Sutherland and Virtanen. All
of those goals, barring Suth-
erland’s (versus Montrose)
coincidentally contributed
towards either an Alloa victo-
ry or draw!

Hopefully in the upcom-
ing nine months thereis a
plentiful supply of positive
records achieved by the new
squad of players in Alloa
colours.

IF YOU DON'T HAVE A GOAL,

HOW CAN YOU SCORE?

AUDIT+BUSINESS ADVISORY+TAX+CORPORATE FINANCE
+|IRTUAL FINANCE+WEALTH+HR+PAYROLL

AAB.UK
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LEAGUE CUP
LEAGUE1TABLE

If you feel so far that today’s
programme has been too sensi-
ble then we are about to fix that.
Adding the league cup tables
together we are going to predict
the League 1 final standings
in a completely scientific and
completely fair way.

1. ANNAN ATHLETIC

Our new southern overlords
have learned a thing or two
from their dramatic survival
scrap of 2023-24 and despite
their pesky neighbors stealing
their manager and standout
centre mid, they've managed to

find a ready made replacement
in Wullie Gibson and Queen

of the South cast-offs like Josh
Todd. Aidan Smith and Tommy
Goss are still a right good hand-
ful and despite the slim squad
it's Annan leading the way.

2. ALLOA ATHLETIC

The Wasps have slipped under
the radar at this early juncture
of the season being the 5th
favourites with the bookies to
win League 1 but with evolution
of the playoff qualifying squad
instead of revolution but with
some solid youngsters growing

into the fray that has been
enough to better last year's
standings despite not having the
outstanding loanees of yester-
year. We'll forget that League 2
and Highland League is a fairly
easy run of it - we've still got a
game in hand on Annan.

3.KELTY HEARTS

Michael Tidser's debut mana-
gerial season was successful in
steadying a ship at Kelty after
their benefactors and previous
manager John Potter jump over
to relative Fife giants Raith. Dare
| say the Maroon Machine were
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one of the better footballing
sides last year and have followed
it up this year with signing talent
like Liam Brown, Murray Miller
and Scott Williamson to again
defy expectations and secure a
playoff place. They might get a
cup run this year too if they can
keep producing perfomances
like they've just done in the 1-0
win over Hibs.

4.INVERNESSCT

To call Inverness last three
months a shambles would

be a gross oversimplification.
Surely with such on and off

the field uncertainty the newly
relegated highland side were
destined for a dreich season in
the seaside league but Big Dunc’
has delivered a playoff spot and
the slight glimmer of promotion
back to the hallowed ground of
the Scottish Championship and
that's before any new ownership
and subsequent investment in
players. This has been the group
that has been the most inter-
esting with two other League 1
sides to compare and Inverness
despite their troubles are still
cutting middle of the pack out of
Annan and Arbroath.

5. STENHOUSEMUIR

Last season’s League 2
Champions have secured fifth
spot with very much a continuity
squad this year. Worries that
theyd carry in their limp form to
the title have been completely
unfounded and loyalty has been
rewarded with a solid 5th place
finish. Not too much to take
from Stenhousemuir's group
in real terms. Buckie Thistle
were well off the pace and
easily dispatched while Dundee
United produced an expected
performance and were solid 2-0
winners.

6. QUEEN OF THE SOUTH

Peter Murphy’s Queen of the
South has not been able to rise
to the heights expected with the
provincial side only sitting in 6th.
They've got rid of some of the
bad eggs of Bartley's time in the
summer but is their recruitment
of the likes of Leighton Mcintosh,
Benjamin Luissint, Matty Douglas
and Jay Hogarth been enough?
Back to reality its been tough
opposition against Aberdeen
and most importantly looking
forward a really solid win against
newly promoted Dumbarton
who can be a right handful on
their day.

7.MONTROSE

It's been a struggle for last years
beaten playoff semi-finalists
as father time finally gets the
better of Terry Masson, Sean
Dillon and Michael Gardyne.
It's the hardest thing in football
to keep renovating your squad
with younger players as good
as the oldies they're replacing
and perhaps that's the Angus
side’s lot for this season. They've
brought in a couple of perma-
nent signings from the Lowland
League in Ben Maclver-Redwood
from Stirling Uni and Craig Smith
from Heriot Watt but will they
need a few years to get to the
levels Stewart Petrie is used to
his Montrose team delivering?
In reality the hardest opening in
Championship favourites Partick
and Premiership Motherwell who
don't feel like they give up too
many shocks.

8.DUMBARTON

The League 1 playoff winners
mightve snuck through against
Stirling and they've snuck
through to survival by the nar-
rowest of margins in this fantasy

League Cup League 1 table. With-
out striker Michael Ruth they are
much diminished up front but
still almost upset the rampant
Airdrie if not for throwing away
the game in the dying minutes.
Some things change - some stay
the same. They share Queen of
the South’s group but | imagine
the best is yet to come from this
side.

9.COVERANGERS

At times last year Paul Hartley’s
jacket sat on a shoogly peg
according to some and that was
just missing out on the promo-
tion playoffs! This years drop
to the relegation edition surely
will signal change from the full
time side. It's always difficult
for teams on the relatively far
reaches of Scotland to rebuild as
the likes of Spartans in Edinburgh
pick up central belt talent more
easily but even that will be a poor
excuse when you conside the 5-0
thrashing the League 2 side have
just handed out to Cove. The can
console themselves that they've
not been pointless after drawing
with Forfar and losing out on
penalties and have some faint
hope of survival in the playoffs
but | see a long season ahead for
the north-east side.

10. ARBROATH

After a rip-roaring stint in the
Championship for a few seasons
are we about to witness a new
Brechin and multiple relegation?
While preseason favourites
they've confounded expectations
to land bottom of the pile after
defeats to Annan Athletic and a
much maligned Inverness. A toxic
relegation season surely won't be
stacked on another if only they
had fit forwards in Gavin Reilly
and Calum Gallagher. As it is Ar-
broath return home to League 2.
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ST JOHNSTONE

The Saints

FOUNDED
1884
GROUND

McDiarmid Park,
Perth

TOP HONOURS

Scottish Cup
Winners: 2013-14,
2020-21

Scottish League Cup
Winners: 2020-21

Scottish Challenge Cup
Winners: 2007-08

Scottish Champion-
ship* Winners: 1923-
24,1959-60, 1962-63,
1982-83, 1989-90,
1996-97, 2008-09
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This evening, we
continue our Scottish
League Cup Group
Stage by welcoming
Premiership side, St
Johnstone, to the In-
dodrill for match-day 3
for the Wasps. As this is
written, both club’s will
have gone on to play a
2nd game on Saturday
just passed, however,
Saints did open their
account in the group
with a 2-1 victory over
Brechin City at Glebe
Park. Grahm Carey's
penalty and a strike
from Kyle Cameron
put the visitors in a
comfortable position
before Brechin's late
consolation goal. Their
startin the cup carries
on their strong finish

to the season last cam-
paign. A dramatic final
day of the season away
to Motherwell sealed

St Johnstone’s place in
the topflight. Nicky Clark
and Adama Sidibeh hit
the back of the netin

a 2-1 victory, just days
after their last-min-

ute equaliser against
relegation rivals, Ross
County. Having narrowly
avoided the dreaded
play-off spot, they will be
looking to solidify their
place in Premiership in
the upcoming season.

THEBOSS -
CRAIG LEVEIN

The visitors will be
led by the experienced,
Craig Levein. Follow-

ing a poor start to the
2023/24 campaign

for Saints, Levein was
appointed manager in
November 2023 with the
task of keeping the club
in the division. Having
moved from his role

at Brechin City, Levein
brought in former Wasp,
Andy Kirk, to the club
and the pair completed
the job by steering the
team to safety come
May. The 59-year-old is
a household name in
Scotland with a packed
CV since beginning

his managerial career
with Cowdenbeath in
1997. He would then
have spells with Hearts,
Leicester, and Dun-

dee United where he
reached the League Cup

*may include equivalent competitions



Final in 2008 and overhauled

the club’s youth system, which
subsequently brought through
players such as Ryan Gauld

and John Souttar. A notable
moment in Levein's career came
in December 2009 when he left
Tannadice to become the new
Scotland manager, a pinnacle
of anyone's career. His spell at
Hampden would last 24 games
before being relieved of his
duties in 2012. Following that a
break from management came,
with supporters seeing most of
Levein through the media. He
would return to Tynecastle in
2017, where he was support-
ing in a Director of Football
role. After leaving there, doing
more media work and advising
Brechin City, he is now back in
management and looking to
propel St Johnstone back up the
league.

THE CAPTAIN -
KYLE CAMERON

Following the departure of
Liam Gordon from the visitors
this summer, St Johnstone will

now be captained by Kyle Camer-
on. The 27-year-old centre-back
has only just signed for the club
on a loan deal from Notts County.
However, despite only being a
new face and at the clubon a
temporary basis, Cameron has all
the capabilities and experiences
to be a great leader of the club.
The former u-21 Scotland defend-
er was the Notts County captain
when they had their Wembley
triumph by winning the play-offs
and returning to the English Foot-
ball Leagues. Having recently lost
his captaincy at his parent club,
he described the ‘shock’ captaincy
decision as an honour after
joining. He has already began
repaying the faith placed upon
him by grabbing the winning goal
in his first competitive game for
the club against Brechin City.

NEW BOY — UCHE IKPEAZU

Craig Levein has made several
transfers this window as he looks
to bolster his ranks for another
attack on the Premiership. One of
those is a familiar face to the for-
mer-Hearts boss in Uche Ikpeazu.

The 29-year-old striker has 15 dif-
ferent clubs on his playing CV but
the most notable one of those
was his time spent at Tynecastle.
A real handful for any defence
with his physicality and experi-
ence, he will no doubt be an asset
for his team once he is available.
Unfortunately, following his move
from Port Vale to McDiarmid
Park, he has suffered a ‘freak inju-
ry whilst at home just before the
start of pre-season. That setback
means that St Johnstone fans will
have to wait until October to see
their new striker.

ONETO WATCH - GRAHAM
CAREY

One consistent part of the St
Johnstone core is Graham Carey
and he is certainly one to keep an
eye upon this evening, following
his strike on the opening day of
the tournament. The versatile
midfielder has been at the club
for 2-years having previously
spent time at Celtic's youth
academy, St Mirren, Ross County,

CONTINUED ON P32
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Plymouth Argyle, and CSKA So-
fia. Carey has recently signed an
extension to his contract which
will see him stay at McDiarmid
Park until the summer of 2025.
With his contributions both de-
fensively, and offensively, with
big goals and assists for his side,
he will be looking to showcase
his talent and experience in the
Premiership once again. He
scored a vital goal last season

in a 1-0 win over Ross County,
as well as grabbing headlines
with a long-range strike against
Rangers.

THE CONNECTION

There are 2 very notable
returning faces for Alloa fans
this evening. Both Stevie May
and Taylor Steven enjoyed
some of the most successful
loan periods at the club in
2011/12 and last season. Firstly,
May, goes down in Alloa history

by being the main talismanin a
historic League winning season
for the Wasps. Come the end

of the campaign, May had won
the league, the Player of the
Season and golden boot with
his 19 goals in 22 games. More
recently, Taylor Steven, enjoyed
success under Andy Graham
last season. With his link-up play
with Bobby Wales, the young-
sters lit up the league as Steven
notched 10 goals and 10 assists
for the club. Also, Andy Kirk, an-
other former Wasp attacker, re-
turns to the Indodrill as assistant
manager. In terms of current
Wasps, only Stefan Scougall has
played for the visitors. He has a
spell at the club between 2017
and 2019 following his success
with Sheffield United.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Supporters only need to look
back to last season at the same

round of the Cup to see the last
time the sides met. It was a com-
fortable victory for the visitors,
amongst a tough group stage, as
they cruised to a 4-0 win here in
Alloa. It took only 57 seconds for
Saints to take the lead through
Ballantyne, before doubling their
lead through McGowan to go in
2-0 up at half-time. 2 more goals
from May and McCrystal would
follow in the 2nd half to make

it a very controlled afternoon

for the Premiership outfit. In

the side’s 5 total meetings, the
Wasps have only notched a
single victory and that came in
the 2nd most recent game, back
in 2004. Ross Hamilton, Stuart
Callaghan and Brown Ferguson,
who would go on to get sent

off, were enough to see past St
Johnstone 3-2. Goals from the
hosts in 2004 came from David
Hannah and Chris Hay.
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SORBIE’'S STUNNERS
KO THE SAINTS

Going back to season 1986-
87, is a game which is still
foremost in my memory as
“The Wasps” were to overrun
St. Johnstone on one of “The
Wasps” final visits to Muirton
Park, before it and the Ice rink
next door were purchased by
Asda and finally closed on 29th
April, 1989.

The game was played on
Saturday 7th March, 1987, a
Fine Fare League Division Two
fixture.

Alloa Athletic team on the
day - 1. Ronnie Lowrie 2. Bobby

Dall 3. Ken Thomson 4. Jim
Donaldson 5. Alan Mackin 6.
Dave McCartney 7. Gus Smith 8.
Gary Murray 9. Stuart Sorbie 10.
Martin Nelson 11. Alan McDon-
ald Subs: David Nesbit & Mick
Jamieson.

St. Johnstone under the guid-
ance of lan Gibson lined up - 1.
John Balavage 2. Kenny Wilson
3. Don McVicar 4. Doug Barron
5. lan Heddle 6. Scott Douglas 7.
lan Gibson 8. Davie Lloyd 9. Wil-
lie Brown 10. Sammy Johnston
11. Andy Millen Subs: Graeme
Payne & Gordon Winter. Refer-
ee: - WP Knowles (Inverurie).

Both teams still had a

chance of promotion and were
determined to gain another vital
two points. Alloa started very
brightly and after nine min-
utes looked to have taken an
early lead, when Alan McDon-
ald turned away jubilant after
striking home a low shot, but
the goal was disallowed for an
earlier infringement? It was a
let off for “The Saints” which
they never took. Stuart Sorbie
was running in behind the
home defence and on sixteen
minutes he played a one two
with Martin Nelson and fired
the ball again past keeper
Balavage. The home fans were
less than pleased, Alloa keeper




Ronnie Lowrie had to be alert to
turn away an attempt by Willie
Brown, Sammy Johnstone beat
two men and looked to charge
through on goal before being
fouled, but lan Gibson'’s free kick
proved no danger.

Two minutes from half-time
Alloa Athletic were to increase
their lead when a long clear out
by Ronnie Lowrie was chased
down by Alan McDonald whose
early cross found Stuart sorbie
arriving in the box to bullet a
header past the Saints keeper,
2-0 to Alloa.

The second half started very
much in the same vein, with
Stuart Sorbie nearly complet-
ing a hat-trick on 48 mins, his
low shot beat the keeper but
went just past. The Wasps were
buoyant now and in 52 minutes
Gus Smith & Alan McDonald
broke down the wing, Smith's
cross was missed by the Saints

defence and Martin Nelson
smashed the ball home, under
a late tackle by none other than
Don McVicar who's name goes
into the referee’s book.

Saints brought on Graeme
Payne to try and inject some life
into their attacks, eventually lan
Heddle managed to pull a goal
back on 66 minutes giving the
home support their first cheer
of the afternoon. Alan McDon-
ald then missed an easy chance
to put the game out of sight, but
he mishit his shot which scuffed
past a beaten keeper.

The victory at Muirton Park
was as clean-cut as it was unex-
pected, it had been Alloa’s best
display for month’s under Dom
Sullivan. By the end of the sea-
son the sides swapped places
again St. Johnstone finishing 5th
and Alloa 6th behind Champi-
ons Meadowbank Thistle and
Runners up Raith Rovers.

HALF TIME QUIZ

1.KEVIN CAWLEY, SCORES AGAIN FOR ALLOA TO MAKE IT 2-0 ON SATURDAY AT BRECHIN.
HOW MANY SEPARATE SEASONS HAS KEVIN CAWLEY SCORED FOR THE WASPS?

SATURDAY MAR )
Kick-off 3.00 p.m.

2. WHICH SIDE IS THE FURTHEST NORTHERN SIDE IN YEARS PREMIER SPORTS CUP?
3. WHICH PLAYER FINISHED LAST SEASON'S LEAGUE CUP CAMPAIGN AS TOP SCORER?
4.STEFAN SCOUGALL MADEHIS 400TH CAREER APPEARANCE ON TUESDAY AGAINST EAST

FIFE. HOW MANY APPEARANCES DID HE MAKE WITH ST JOHNSTONE?

5. WHICH FORMER NORTHERN IRISH FORMER ALLOA STRIKERS' SON SIGNED FOR ST JOHN-

STONE THIS WEEK?

ANSWERS PAGE 31



HE PLAYED FOR
BOTH TEAMS

Kenny Thomson'’s career
began in 1970 when at the age
of 18 he signed for Dunfermline
Athletic, his hometown team
from local side Dunfermline
United. He played for “The Pars”
for the next twelve years with
certain notable achievements
-between December, 1976 -
March, 1981 he did not miss a
match being club captain and
also picked up Player of the
Year awards on three separate
occasions and his tremendous
speed helped him become the
Scottish Professional Footballers
Sprint Champion in 1974 and
1975. In 1982 Kenny, having
made over 300 League games
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for Dunfermline, a club record
atthe time, was given a free
transfer.

This is when Alloa manager
Alex Totten quickly snapped him
up, Season 1982-83 saw Kenny
take over as Alloa captain and
lead them to sixth place in the
First Division, their best ever

season and was voted “Player
of the Season” and he also
managed to score a spectacular
goal v. Queen'’s Park on 4th
December, 1982 in a 4-1 victory,
other goals scored by Davie
Lloyd 2 and lan Campbell, which
was to be Kenny's only goal for
“The Wasps".

Kenny was to make his final
appearance for “The Wasps”
against Cowdenbeath on 22nd
August, 1987 in 5-2 victory, the
following week moving to St.
Johnstone to rejoin Alex Totten
who was now in charge at Perth
in a swap deal with Andy Millen
moving to Recreation Park as
part of the deal.

In total Kenny would make
211 appearances for “The
Wasps” scoring 1 goal.

Kenny was to play another
three seasons with St. John-
stone before John Brownlie
signed him for Cowdenbeath
at the start of Season 1990/91.
Then in 1992/93 Kenny moved
to East Fife to be assistant to
Alex Totten and then in 1994/95
Kenny would follow Alex Totten
to Kilmarnock again as his
assistant.

In total in Scottish Football
Kenny Thomson would make
751 full appearances, plus 20 as
substitute, making 771 appear-
ances scoring seven goals.

Born 9th November, 1951,
now aged 72.




QuIZ
ANWERS

1. KEVIN CAWLEY HAS SCORE IN 13 SEPARATE ALLOA SEASONS.
2. BUCKIE THISTLE

3. SIMON MURRAY, ROSS COUNTY (NOW DUNDEE)

4.33 APPEARANCES, 2 GOALS.

5. MANAGER ANDY KIRK'S SON MAKENZIE SIGNED FOR THE SAINTS
AFTER SCORING 43 GOALS IN 48 GAMES IN THELOWLAND LEAGUE FOR
HEARTS B
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GREENOCK MORTON

The Ton

FOUNDED
1874
GROUND

Cappielow Park,
Greenock

TOP HONOURS
Scottish Cup Winners
1921-22

Runners Up: 1947-48

Scottish League Cup
Runners Up: 1963-64

Scottish Challenge Cup
Runners Up: 1992

Scottish Premiership*
1916-17

Scottish Champion-
ship* Champions (6)

Runners Up (4)
Scottish League One*
Champions (3)

Alloa will conclude
their League Cup group
stage by travelling to
Cappielow to take on
Greenock Morton. The
game will take place this
coming Saturday, 27th
July, with a 3pm kick-off.

Editor’s note: This will surely be a
relevant article when we're looking
to top the group on the final day.

This will be Morton’s
last test before they
take on Partick Thistle
on the opening day

of the Championship
campaign. Having been
on the receiving end
of a 3-0 defeat to East
Fife on the opening
day, at the hands of an
Alan Trouten hat-trick,
they bounced back
with a 1-0 victory at
home to Brechin City.
This programme has

been written before the
Ton's 3rd game against
StJohnstone, so it is
unclear whether they
will have anything riding
on Saturday. However,
momentum is so crucial
in football and no doubt
they will be looking
to carry some good
form into the league
campaign.

THE BOSS - DOUGIE

IMRIE

Morton are managed
by 40-year-old, Dougie
Imrie. The former wing-
er had a strong playing
career, after making
his debut in the Junior
leagues with Lanark,
he eventually moved
into the Professional
game playing for sides
like Inverness Caledo-
nian Thistle, St Mirren,
Hamilton, and of course,
Morton. Imrie achieved
lots of his playing days
but most notably he

| won the Championship,

then called First Division,
in 2010 with Inverness,

~ as well as he was part

of the Accies team who
won the Premiership
play-offs in 2017. His
playing days shows he
knows what it takes

for a club to get out of
this division and into
the promise land of
topflight football. He
was given his first flurry

into management with
Morton after coaching
under David Martin-
dale at Livingston.

After being appointed
in December 2021, he
only lost 3 of his first 12
games and very quickly
was rewarded with a
manager of the month
award for January and
February 2022. Despite
a smaller budget than
some of the other clubs
in the league, Imrie has
always had his teams
competing at the right
end of the table, most
recently finishing 5th in
the 2023/24 season. He
has led his side to mem-
orable victories over the
likes of Motherwell, as
well as running Glasgow
giants, Rangers, close at
Ibrox.

THE CAPTAIN -
GRANT GILLESPIE

The Ton will be led out
by midfielder, Grant Gil-
lespie. Now at 33-year-
old, Gillespie enters his
3rd season at the club
having made over 75 ap-
pearances since joining
from Queen'’s Park in the
summer of 2022. Having
played for Hamilton,
Dundee United, Raith
Rovers, Derry City, and
Ayr United previously,
Gillespie seems to have
found a permanent
home under Imrie

*may include equivalent competitions




at Cappielow. The combative
midfielder was entrusted with
the captain’s armband on day

1 of joining the club and hasn't
looked back since. The skipper
was the man on the scoresheet
in that narrow defeat to Rangers,
dispatching his penalty past
former England international,
Jack Butland.

NEW BOY — OWEN MOFFAT

Dougie Imrie moved in the
market for exciting young
forward, Owen Moffat. The
22-year-old is a product of the
Celtic youth system after joining
the club at the age of 7. He was
rewarded with his first profes-
sional deal in 2019 and went on
to make his professional debut
in 2021 in a 2-1 victory over
Ross County. Just 4 days later he
would make an appearance off
the bench in the League Cup fi-
nal, where Celtic triumphed over
Hibernian. This was all whilst
bagging 14 goals and 8 assists in
the Lowland League for Celtic B.
A brief spell at Blackpool in their
development squad followed
before he returned to Scotland
with a loan spell at Dunfermline
last season. This summer he
made the switch to Cappielow
and looks to continue his devel-
opment under Imrie. Alloa fans
may be aware that it was in fact,
Moffat, who scored the winner
in the 1-0 fixture in pre-season
just a few weeks ago.

ONETO WATCH -
CAMMY BALLANTYNE

A signing that caught the
attention of many was Cam-
my Ballantyne. The dynamic
right-back made the move
from Airdrie to Cappielow this
summer and has already hit the
ground running. Ballantyne has

always impressed against the
Wasps, most notably during his
time with Montrose where he en-
joyed 3-years with the club from
2019. That form earned him his
move to the Championship with
Airdrie and then eventually over
to Morton where he prepares for
his first season. Ballantyne has
contributed on the goal front,
most recently for his new club

in that 1-0 win over Brechin last
week.

THE CONNECTION

Remarkable there is no players
in the Morton ranks who have
pulled on the black and gold of
Alloa. Ton assistant, Andy Millen,
who made over 100 appearances
for the club from 1987 to 1990.
There is, however, players in the
Wasps team who are returning
to familiar territory. One fresh
on everyone's mind is a trans-
fer between the 2 clubs this
summer. Calum Waters returned
to Alloa this summer following
his departure from Morton. The
left-back initially went on loan to
Morton from Kilmarnock in 2023,
before having a full season at the
club permanently last campaign.
Alloa skipper, Scott Taggart,
also spent time at Cappielow
and played regularly during the
successful 2012-13 First Division
season. Thirdly, Luke Donnelly is
another one who played for the
Ton, albeit a short stint on loan
in 2017. The final and one of the
most notable is Alloa gaffer, Andy
Graham. Having supported the
club, Graham, signed for Morton
in 2011 and spent a year with his
childhood favourite club.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The teams did meet only a few

weeks ago in a friendly, which
Morton won 1-0. Prior to that, it

was another friendly last season
where Morgyn Neill's header
seen the Wasps win 1-0. How-
ever, it really only is competitive
football that matters. The last
time the sides met would have
been the Scottish Championship
campaign in 2020/21. It was
back-to-back 1-1 draws in the
final fixtures of those meet-

ings, Markus Fjortoft and Innes
Cameron on the scoresheet that
day. The most exciting game of
recent times a 4-4 draw in Feb-
ruary 2020. Kyle Jacobs opened
the scoring before a quickfire
double from Alan Trouten and
Kevin Cawley turned the game
on its head. Once more the
game would turn with Morton
going 4-2 up by half-time with
goals from Luca Colville, Reghan
Tumility, and Bob McHugh. With
most thinking the game was
over, plucky Alloa had other
ideas. 85 minutes on the clock,
Kevin O'Hara gave Alloa a fighting
chance in the dying embers. With
only seconds remaining on the
clock, Robbie Deas header at the
death pulled the sides level at
4-4in a truly remarkable game of
football.
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ALLOA ATHLETIC ST JOHNSTONE
#  POS @00 oS @00
1 TOCHUKWU OGAYI ANDRE RAYMOND
e 21 NEIL PARRY KYLE CAMERON
= 31 PJMORRISON JACK SANDERS
= 2 SCOTT TAGGART STEVIE MAY
= 3 CALUM WATERS CAMMY MACPHERSON
XE ANDY GRAHAM NICKY CLARK
=< 6 MORGYN NEILL GRAHAM CAREY
= 15 DAVID MCKAY JOSH RAE
e 17 KANE THOMSON DREY WRIGHT
P24 23 DAVID DEVINE AARON ESSEL
4 STEVEN HETHERINGTON ADAMA SIDIBEH
| 7 KEVIN CAWLEY MAX KUCHERIAVYI
=y 8 KURTIS ROBERTS SAM MCCLELLAND
= 11 SHAY NEVANS TAYLOR STEVEN
e 12 STEFAN SCOUGALL =< 20 ROSS SINCLAIR
el 14 MIKO VIRTANEN e 21 CONNOR SMITH
P 20 CAMERON O'DONNELL i 22 MATTHEW SMITH
e 22 REECE MULLEN = 23 SVEN SPRANGLER
Py o LUKE DONNELLY e 24 JOSH MCPAKE
| IRL CONORSAMMON —i=| 27 MAKENZIE KIRK
<KD STEVEN BUCHANAN == 29 BENJAMIN KIMPIOKA
o 24 LUKE RANKIN pad 32 LIAM PARKER
|>_I< SN —<_| 33 DAVID KELTJENS
—- 42 OLUDARE OLUFUNWA
46 FRAN FRANCZAK
< CRAIG LEVEIN

REFEREE: Colin Steven

ASST: Paul O'Neil & Brian Christie

ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE

10.08.24, DUMBARTON, 15:00

DUMBARTON

}—% ALLOA ATHLETIC

27.07.24, CAPPIELOW PARK, 15:00

03.08.24, INDODRILL STADIUM, 15:00

17.08.24, INDODRILL STADIUM, 15:00

ALLOA ATHLETIC }—ﬂ STENHOUSEMUIR

24.08.24, GALABANK, 15:00

)
% ALLOA ATHLETIC (et

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH ‘

ANNAN ATHLETIC }—% ALLOA ATHLETIC
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